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ABSTRACT 
Reci Ivan Saputra. 2018. Ambiguities Analysis in Sport News Titles of The Jakarta 
Post Newspapers, September 2017 Editions. Thesis: English Letters Study 
Program, Islamic Education and Teacher Training Faculty. 
 
Advisor   : M. Zainal Muttaqien, S. S., M. Hum 
Keyword : Ambiguity, News Title. 
 
This research limits on the neglect of the fact that newspaper has its own 
language style and grammar. The research focuses on the case of ambiguity in 
sport news titles of The Jakarta Post published in September 2017.. The research 
is aimed to find out: 1) what kinds of ambiguity found in the sport news titles of 
The Jakarta Post, 2) what makes the sport news titles of The Jakarta Post 
ambiguous, 3) how meanings conveyed in the ambiguous sport news titles of The 
Jakarta Post. 
This research is a descriptive qualitative research that refers to the method 
to formulate the conclusion by collecting, classifying, and interpreting the data of 
the research. 
The source of data research is The Jakarta Post published in September 
2017. All of the ambiguous sport news titles in The Jakarta Post newspaper 
published in September 2017 are used as the data of the research. This research 
applies purposive sampling technique. Overall, there are 36 data of ambiguous 
sport news titles found in The Jakarta Post. 
Derived from the analysis, the research is concluded that : 1) There are two 
kinds of ambiguity found in The Jakarta Post published in September 2017: 
lexical and grammatical ambiguity. The data show that there is more lexical 
ambiguity than grammatical ambiguity found in The Jakarta Post published in 
September 2017. The fact show that 28 data represent lexical ambiguity (77,78%) 
and 8 data represent grammatical ambiguity (22,22%). 2) There are two factors of 
lexical ambiguity and three factors of grammatical ambiguity found in The 
Jakarta Post published in September 2017 which make word (s), phrase (s) or 
sentence (s) of title ambiguous. First, lexical ambiguity is rooted by two causes: 
polysemy (46,43%) and homonym (53,57%). Second, grammatical ambiguity is 
caused by three factors: grammatical word form (50%), contextual ambiguity 
(37,50%), and equivocal phrasing (12,50%). 3) Due to the effort of a journalist to 
make the title interesting and the constraint of limited space, he/she may raise the 
case of ambiguity (although not all the title ambiguous). However, still, the writer 
(journalist) has a particular meaning conveyed through the title. To figure out the 
meaning, it needs special context. A clear understanding about the ambiguous title 
(the message of the writer) can be found through the text under the title. Yet, the 
title still becomes the first attraction and impression for the readers. Therefore, the 
attractive news titles will open the possibilities for readers to read.
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
A.  Research Background 
Hall (1968: 158) states that language is “the institution whereby humans 
communicate and interact with each other by means of habitually used oral 
auditory arbitrary symbols”. As a means of communication, language holds an 
important role in life. Language is one of the human basic needs and it cannot be 
separated from their lives. As social creatures, people need language to 
communicate and interact with others to fulfill their needs. People create language 
by forming words which have meanings and can be understood by all people. 
People can express their ideas, share information and feelings directly or 
indirectly, in a form of spoken or written by using languages. 
Although language is very useful for communication and better than other 
media, there is also the weakness of language according to some people. It is the 
richness of the language itself. The downsides of language include indistinction, 
ambiguity, not explicit, not loose with context and sometimes misleading. 
Language ambiguities usually appear during the usage of the words, the phrases, 
and sentences have uncertain meaning. This ambiguity could bring up the 
interpretation of another meaning of the word or words that already have the 
structures of meaning. 
Generally, people try to communicate perfectly and completely. They want 
to give information as many as they can to the other. What people try to do is also 
conducted by the media, especially printed media. The journalist tries to give 
perfect, complete, and accurate information to people. The accuracy of the 
information is determined by the sentences which refer to the words structure that 
are grammatical or structural. However, word structure and sentence structure can 
lead to be ambiguous even though they are grammatically correct. It is due to 
lexical or grammatical ambiguity. People may have different interpretations due to 
the ambiguous words, phrases, and sentences. 
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As a mean of communication, both printed and electronic media hold an 
important role to the development of language. They become a source for people 
to get factual information or news, either national or international because 
nowadays printed and electronic media are more global. As an international 
language, English also holds an important role in business, politics, science, and 
technology. There are many English News TV programs, radio talk shows, 
entertainment, advertisements, songs, and even newspapers and magazines. 
Newspapers, especially daily newspapers, have a big contributions to the 
people. People can get information about local or international events everyday 
because the news and information are up to date and accurate. As a consequence, 
there are many daily newspapers published in Indonesia and one of the daily 
English newspapers is The Jakarta Post. 
Sometimes, readers read texts or articles in a newspaper based on their 
interest. A title of the news becomes the first impression and attraction for the 
readers. It is common for readers to read the title for the first to know the content 
of the news. Based on this phenomenon, a journalist has to do something with the 
news title to make it interesting. News title is made to stimulate readers to 
understand the message of the writer conveyed through the news text. It is a big 
duty for journalists. They should understand the up-to-date demand of the market, 
what the readers‟ want. Widodo (in Ermanto, 2005: 116) states that there are three 
functions of news title : 
1. Giving the identity of the news 
2. Making the readers easy to choose the news 
3. Attracting readers‟ attention 
A news title give the identity of the news and the identity makes the news 
different from others. It makes the readers know the news that is attracting to read. 
The title of the news also makes the readers able to distinguish the news and 
choose it based on their interests. The good news title will attract readers‟ 
attention and then they will read it. Therefore, the news title should be brief, 
simple, compact, and factual. On the other hand, the journalists also face the 
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constraint of limited spaces (for economical). Short words are quickly read and 
fitted into a small space on a newspaper. Function words and other short words 
again make a message short and brief through it may lead to ambiguity. This 
research is only focused on sport news because the ambiguities is also occurs in 
the text of sport news titles. 
A sentence is said to be ambiguous whenever it can be associated with two 
or more different meanings (Cann, 1993:8). Kempson (1977: 123) also state as 
follows ; it may seem as though little need be said about ambiguity in that it is as a 
clear-cut phenomenon, both words and sentences can have more than one 
meaning. 
From both statements, it can be concluded that ambiguous words, phrases, 
and sentences have more than one interpretation. To figure out the exact 
interpretation or exact meaning of the words and sentences, they need specific 
contexts. 
Ullman (in Pateda, 2001: 202) divides ambiguity into three kinds; 
phonological ambiguity, lexical ambiguity, and grammatical ambiguity. 
Phonological ambiguity related to the sound of language that if this is said, it will 
generate two or more interpretations by the hearers. Phonological ambiguity does 
not arise in written form. Lexical ambiguity arises when a single word has more 
than one meaning. While, grammatical ambiguity arises when a phrase or a 
sentence creates ambiguity due to the structures that can be interpreted in many 
ways. Both of grammatical ambiguity and lexical ambiguity lead the readers to 
have different interpretations. Too many interpretations make the readers not 
understand the meanings of the words or sentences. 
Here is the example of the news title having lexical ambiguity found in 
The Jakarta Post (October 1, 2016) : 
“Spain‟s big three renew title battle” 
The ambiguous word is “title”. Title may have many different meanings. 
Considering as polysemy, the word “title” has some meanings. 
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Title (Noun): 
a. Name of a book, poem, picture, etc. 
b. Word to show person‟s rank, occupation, status, etc. (e.g. Lord, Professor, 
Dr) 
c. Name of persons (e.g. producer, cameramen, script-writer) responsible for 
a cinema or film production. 
d. Championship (sport). 
Its interpretations :  
1. Spain‟s big three renew title (name of battle) battle 
2. Spain‟s big three renew title (person‟s rank, degree,noble) battle 
3. Spain‟s big three renew championship battle 
After reading the whole text (based on the context) following the title, the writer 
intends to talk about championship battle was renewed by Spain‟s big three. 
Again, to figure out the exact meaning, it demands a specific context. The context 
of the news titles of a newspaper can be found in the text of the ambiguous one. 
 The ambiguous news titles of words, phrases, and sentences will be clear 
by understanding the whole text. Yet, the title still becomes the first impression 
and attraction for the readers. Therefore, the attractive news titles will give the 
possibilities for the text to be read. 
Ambiguity is a kind of linguistics phenomenon which deserves a careful 
observation. Ambiguity needs to be thought deeply, to be exposed and eliminated. 
Ambiguity brings specific communication effect. The sentence may be structural 
in a case of word order but it may lead the readers to have more than one 
interpretation. 
Based on the phenomenon and explanation above, the writer is interested 
to conduct research related to ambiguity. This research is expected to identify the 
kinds of ambiguity found in The Jakarta Post sport news titles. Moreover, this 
research tries to figure out the causal factors of ambiguity in The Jakarta Post 
sport news titles. This research also discusses the interpretation which may arise 
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in the ambiguous words and sentences found in The Jakarta Post sport news titles. 
This research is entitled “An Ambiguity Analysis of Sport News Title in The 
Jakarta Post Newspaper, September 2017 Edition”. 
 
B. The problem Limitation 
This research limits on the neglect of the fact that newspaper has its own 
language style and grammar. The research is focused on the cases of ambiguities 
found in The Jakarta Post sport news titles (the ambiguous words, phrases, and 
sentences). Besides, it also analyzes the causal factors of ambiguities and 
describes the interpretations of the ambiguous words, phrases and sentences. 
The data were taken from the sport news titles of The Jakarta Post 
newspaper published on September, 2017. All ambiguous word, phrases and 
sentences in The Jakarta Post sport news titles become the data of this research. 
 
C. Formation of the Problem 
Based on the research background, the researcher states the problems as 
follows : 
1. What kinds of ambiguities are found in The Jakarta Post sport news titles? 
 
2. What are the causal factors of ambiguities found The Jakarta Post sport news 
titles? 
 
3. How are the interpretations of the ambiguos words and sentences of The 
Jakarta Post sport news titles? 
 
D. Objective of the Study 
Based on the problem statements, this research is aimed : 
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1. To identify the kinds of ambiguities found in The Jakarta Post sport news 
titles. 
2. To figure out the causal factors of ambiguities found in The Jakarta Post sport 
news titles. 
3. To describe the interpretations which arise in the ambiguous words and 
sentences in The Jakarta Post sport news titles. 
 
E. The Benefit of the Study 
This research is expected to be beneficial for :  
1. The readers, in order to read the whole news text before interpreting the 
ambiguous words, phrases, or sentences. 
2. The authors, in order to concern more in the words and sentences in the sport 
news titles of newspaper so that the readers know the right interpretation of the 
sentences without hesitating the interpretation due to the ambiguous words, 
phrases, and sentences. 
3. The students who study semantic, so that they will know more about ambiguity 
especially the kinds of ambiguity, the causal factors of ambiguity, and how to 
interpret the ambiguous words, phrases, and sentences. 
4. The other researchers, to take this thesis as a reference for further research 
about ambiguities. 
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CHAPTER II 
LITERARY REVIEW 
 
A. Semantic Theory and The Concept of Meaning 
1. Semantic Theory 
Semantic, in the broadest sense, is the study of meaning. It is, however, 
more usual within linguistics to interpret the term narrowly, concerned on the 
study of the aspects of meaning which are encoded in linguistic expressions and 
are independent of their use on particular speech community. In other words, 
semantic is the study of meaning abstracted away from those aspects that are 
derived from the intensions of speakers, their psychological states and those the 
social-cultural aspect of the context in which their utterances are made. Yule 
(1996: 114) states that semantic is the study of meaning of words, phrases, and 
sentences. In semantic analysis, there is always an attempt to focus on what the 
words conventionally mean on particular occasion. 
Kempson (1977: 2) states that all languages depend on words and 
sentences to have meaning (every word meaning). Moreover, he states that for any 
language, semantic theory must be able to assign to each word and sentence 
associated with it in that language. In the case of words, this essentially means 
writing a dictionary but in the case of sentences, the meaning of those sentences 
depends on the meaning of words it contains. But, it is not a simple accumulation 
because sometimes word-order will change meaning. Thus, a semantics theory is 
not only to capture the exact nature of the relation between word meaning and 
sentence meaning, but it must also be able to state in which ways this relation is 
depend on word-order. Not only in this case but both words and sentences can be 
ambiguous. 
Moreover Kempson (1977: 4) states that a semantic theory must fulfill at 
least three conditions : (i) it must capture for any language the nature of word 
meaning and sentence meaning and explain the nature of the relation between 
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them; (ii) it must be able to predict the ambiguities  in the forms of language, 
whether in words or sentences; (iii) it must characterize and explain the systemic 
relations between words and sentences of a language. 
The case of ambiguities relates to the meaning and interpretation. Meaning 
and interpretation in relation with the communication are the main things that we 
have to consider before we utter and write because different interpretations of the 
two or more hearers or readers may cause misunderstanding and finally raises 
problems. 
Furthermore, semantic rules should not be allowed to delete meanings 
during the derivation of the meaning of a composite expression. The implication 
of the interpretation is that meanings should be ascribed not only to lexemes and 
sentences but also to other syntatic constituents. The concept of syntax as a bridge 
between phonology and semantic in many grammatical theories would seem to 
require that all constituents be assigned a meaning by the semantic. It is common 
to assume that semantics constituency and hence, an adequate semantic theory 
must be able to ascribe appropriate meanings the words, phrases, and sentences 
according to their syntatic structure (Cann, 1993: 4). 
2. The Concept of Meaning 
The term meaning is, of course, much more familiar to us all. However, 
there is different meanings between the noun “meaning” and the verb “to mean”. 
Lyon (1995: 5) states that the noun “meaning” and the verb “to mean” have many 
meanings. The main point that he points out is not so much that there are many 
meanings are interconnected and shade into one another in various ways. 
Moreover, Lyon (1981: 136) gives the identification of meaning as follows: 
According to what has long been the most widely accepted theory 
of semantic, meanings are ideas or concepts, which can be 
tranferred from the mind of the speaker to the mind of the hearer by 
embodying them, as it were, in the forms of one language or 
another. 
Lyon‟s statement is in line with Strawson (1971: 90) who gives statement 
that it is impossible to give an adequate account of the concept of meaning 
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without reference to the possession by the speakers of audience-directed 
intentions of a certain complex kind. Strawson brings the theory of 
communication-intention to explain the concept of meaning. Both Lyon and 
Strawson agree that the meaning in a communication involves (the mind of) 
speakers and (the mind of) hearers in a certain context in te form of one language 
or another. 
Still, the concept of meaning needs a certain context referring to the 
intention of the speaker. Kempson (1977: 12) states that there are at least three 
possible starting points to give an explanation of meaning, they are the 
signification of words, the interpretation of sentences, or what a speaker is 
intending to convey in acts of communication. 
In Language, Bloomfield (1961: 139) states that the meaning of a 
linguistic form has been defined as the situation in which the speaker utters it and 
the response which is called  forth in the hearer. In the case, there are three factors 
of meaning; speaker‟s situation, speech, and hearer‟s response. The speaker‟s 
situation and the hearer‟s response are closely co-ordinated, therefore we must 
learn to act concerned as the speaker or the listener. Next, he explains that 
defining the meaning of a speech-form accurately has to do with some matters that 
are studied in science scientifific. 
3. Kinds of Meaning 
Leech (1974: 10-24) divides meaning into seven types, they are: 
a. Conceptual Meaning 
Sometimes, it is called as denotative or cognitive meaning. It is widely assumed to 
be central factor in linguistics communication and it can be shown to be integral 
to the essential functions of language in a way that other types of meaning which 
is not to say that conceptual meaning is always the most important element of an 
act of linguistics communication. 
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b. Connotative Meaning 
Connotative meaning is the communication value of an expression virtue of what 
it refers to, over and above its purely conceptual content. To a large extent , the 
notion of “reference” overlaps with conceptual meaning. 
c. Stylistic and Affective Meaning 
Stylisyic meaning is the meaning which a piece of language conveys about the 
social circumstances of its use. The stylistic meaning of a text is divided through 
the rcognition of different dimensions and levels of usage within the same 
language. 
Meanwhile, affective meaning is often explicitly conveyed through the conceptual 
or connotative contents of the words used. It is largely a parasitic category in the 
sense that to express our emotions we rely upon  the mediation of other categories 
of meaning (conceptual, connotative, or stylistic meaning). 
d. Reflective and Collocative Meaning\ 
Reflective meaning is the meaning which arises in cases of multiple conceptual 
meaning, when one sense of a word-forms part of our response to another sense. 
On the other hand, collocative meaning consists of the associations a word 
acquires on account of the meanings of words which tend to occur in its 
environtment. 
e. Associative Meaning 
Associative meaning is the affiliation of the reflective meaning, collocative 
meaning, stylistic, and affective meaning. It consists of many factors which can be 
studied by using statistic approach. 
f. Thematic Meaning 
Thematic meaning relates to the way of the speaker or the writer organizes the 
message, in terms of ordering, focus, and emphasis. It is often felt, for example, 
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that an active sentence has different meaning from its passive equivalent but in 
conceptual content they may seem to be the same. 
g. Inteded Meaning and Interpreted Meaning 
Intended meaning refers to the mind of speaker or writer when he/she is framing 
his/her message while interpreted meaning refers to the mind of the reader or 
hearer when he/she receives the message. 
On the other hand, Lyons (1995: 44) draws the meaning into two 
distictions, descriptive and non-descriptive meaning. 
Descriptive meaning is universally an acknowledged fact that languages 
can be used to make descriptive statements which are true or false. This fact gives 
particular prominence in the truth-conditional theory of semantics. Meanwhile, 
non-descriptive meaning is more heterogeneous. It includes expressive meaning 
(kind of meaning by virtue of which speakers express, rather than describe their 
beliefs, attitudes and feelings). 
Besides, Yule (1996: 114) differentiates meaning into two; conceptual and 
associative meaning. Conceptual meaning covers those basics, essential 
components of meaning which are conveyed by literal use of a word. Associative 
meaning deals with the sense of an expression of a word through feeling. 
Some linguists differentiate meaning into two; lexical and grammatical meaning 
(Sumarsono, 2007: 66). Lexical meaning refers to the meaning of single word. It 
is usually called as semantic meaning or external meaning. Lexical meaning can 
be found in the dictionary associated with grammar. The meaning of the word 
may change if it is constructed in the sentence. Grammatical meaning, on the 
other hand, refers to the meaning of a structure constructing a phrase or a sentence 
in certain context and we can not find it in the dictionary. 
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B. Ambiguity 
1. The Definition of Ambiguity 
It may seem as though little need to be said about ambiguity in that it is a 
clear cut-phenomenon which both words and sentences can have more than one 
meaning (Kempson, 1977: 123). 
Moreover, Cann (1993: 8) states that a sentence is said to be ambiguous 
whenever it can be associated with two or more different meanings. 
Both Cann and Kempson agree that ambiguous words, phrases or 
sentences have more than one interpretation. To figure out the exact meaning or 
the message conveyed in the ambiguous words or sentences, it demands the 
specific context. The first sort of ambiguity occurs where an expression is 
associated with two or more unrelated meaning. 
G.K Ziph even tries to study about the meaning and formulates it with 
mathematic precision. Finally, he suggests “the different meaning of a word will 
tend to be equal to the square root of its relative frequency (with the possible 
exception of some dozen most frequent words)”(Sumarsono, 2007: 215). In line 
with Ziph, Raskin (1985: 115) states, as follows: 
“In bonafite communication as well, ambiguity is quite frequent, 
and it may also be created by accordance of polysemous or 
homonymous words, there, however, the process of disambiguation 
should, and usually does, take place immediately and, ideally, only 
one meaning is intended by the speaker and perceived by the 
hearer”. 
However, Ziph and Raskin only focus on ambiguous words in the case of 
polysemy and homonymy. 
Furthermore, Ullman (in Pateda, 2001: 202) states that ambiguity is 
linguistic condition which can arise in a variety of ways. Ambiguities arise in 
spoken and written forms. In listening unclear spoken utterance or reading unclear 
sentence, we occasionally have some problems with the meaning or interpretation 
conveyed by the speaker or the writer. We can only ensure the meaning of the 
words, phrases, or sentences of any utterance in certain situation or context. 
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2. Kinds of Ambiguities 
Ullman (in Pateda, 2001: 202) divides ambiguity into three:  phonological 
ambiguity, lexical ambiguity, and grammatical ambiguity. 
a. Phonological Ambiguity 
Ambiguity in the level of phonology arises from the sound of language uttered. 
Sometimes people speak too fast and make other people feel doubt about the 
meaning or message of the utterance so that people may interpret it in many ways. 
Example: i scream (I skri:m) or Ice cream (ais kri:m). 
When the hearers hear the utterance above, they may have the different 
interpretation whether I scream refers to the action scream or ice cream refers to 
the kinds of drink. 
b. Lexical Ambiguity 
Lexical ambiguity arises when a single word has more than one meaning. This 
kind of ambiguities may arise in the written form, such as in the articles, in the 
news titles, and other form of written texts. 
Example : Experts warn the current global financial turmoil may take a 
bigger toll on emerging Asia. 
The word „toll‟ in the sentence above may be interpreted into different ways since 
the word „toll‟ has many meanings. 
toll (n): 
 Payment for road, bridge etc. 
 Lost or suffered 
 
Based on the definition of the word „toll‟ above, the readers may interprets the 
sentence into: 
1. First interpretation 
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Experts warn the current global financial turmoil may need or require a bigger 
payment on emerging Asia. 
2. Second interpretation 
Experts warn the current global financial turmoil may cause a bigger lost on 
emerging Asia. 
c. Grammatical Ambiguity 
Grammatical ambiguity occurs when a phrase, clause or sentence create an 
ambiguity because its structure may be interpreted more than one way. Equal with 
lexical ambiguity, it may also arise in the written text such as articles, news titles 
and other written text. 
Example: flying kite is interesting. 
Here, flying kite may be interpreted into two ways:  
First, „fly‟ functions as gerund (someone) flies the kite or an act flying kite. 
Second, „fly‟ in „flying kite‟ is ambiguous. It can also mean as active participle                           
 a kite which is flying. 
3. The Causal Factors of Ambiguities 
Ullman (in Pateda, 2001: 203-206) states the causal factors of ambiguities 
as follows:  
a. The causal factors of lexical ambiguity 
1) Polysemy or multiple meaning 
Polysemy or multiple meaning occurs when one word has two or more senses. 
Yule (1996: 121) states that relatedness of meaning accompanying identical form 
is technically known as polysemy, which can be defined as one form (written or 
spoken). 
For example is the word „port‟ which possibly mean as “the town or city with the 
harbor”, “a place where ships load and unload”, or “the side of a ship or an 
aircraft”. 
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2) Homonymy 
Homonym are two different words with the same form (Lyons, 1981: 146). 
Bloomfield (1961: 45) states that homonym refers to the different linguistics 
forms which have the same phonetic form (and differ, therefore, only as to 
meaning). 
Homonym is divided into three varieties: 
a) Homophones; different words pronounced alike but spelt differenly 
E.g: two (tu:) – too (tuw:) ; sea (sie) – see (sie) 
b) Homographs; different words spelt alike but pronounced differently 
E.g: minute („minit) – minute ( mai‟nju:t) ; bow (bəʋ) – bow (baʋ) 
c) Homonyms; words both spelt and pronounced alike 
E.g: club (klɅb) (social organization); club (klɅb) (a blunt weapon) 
b. The causal factors of grammatical ambiguity 
1) Grammatical word form 
a) Prefix 
Prefix is an affix which is placed before the stem of a word. Some prefixes can 
cause ambiguities. 
For example: 
The door is unlock able 
Prefix -un in the sentence above may cause ambiguities. The readers maybe 
confused. The readers may interpret the sentence into: 
- The door is capable of being locked, or 
- The door is impossible to lock. 
b) Suffix 
Some suffixes have more than one meaning and some of them may cause 
ambiguities. 
For example is suffix –ing in the verb or noun in the sentence: 
Visiting relatives can be boring. 
Here, visiting relatives may be interpreted into two ways: 
First, “visiting” functions as gerund  the activity (visit the relatives can be 
boring ). 
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Second, “visiting” functions as active participle  relatives who are visiting make 
bore. 
2) Equivocal phrasing 
Actually every word constructing a phrase has a clear combination, but it 
can be interpreted in many ways. 
Example : 
 I met a number of old friends and acquaintance. 
Interpretation: 
- The word old refers to the old age, (with a period of time, and with how) old. 
- The word old refers to belonging to past time, for a long time. 
- Old (friends and acquaintance) 
“I” met a number of friends who are old and acquaintance who is old. 
- Old friend and acquaintance 
“I” met a number of friends who are old and acquaintance. 
3) Contextual Ambiguity 
Contextual ambiguity arises in the context of the speaker‟s condition or in the 
context of situation. 
E.g: Utterance “Get Out” 
This utterance may generate ambiguities when the context of situation makes two 
possible meanings. In other word, the hearers do not really understand the 
meaning as well as the context. 
Example:  
Situation: The headmaster is talking with a student who always makes a trouble in 
the school. He is angry with the student. When he is angry, he asks the student to 
leave him by saying Get Out! At the same time, another student enters the 
headmaster‟s room and hears the command of the headmaster. 
Here, the student who enters the headmaster room will not understand the 
meaning of his headmaster‟s command whether it is for him or for the student 
who is sitting in front of the headmaster. In this case, utterance “Get Out!” is a 
kind of contextual ambiguity because it may be interpreted more than one way. 
To avoid contextual ambiguities, people should really understand the context of 
the speaker‟s or writer‟s condition, or the context of situation. 
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4. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Cann (1993: 8) states that people may interpret the ambiguous words, 
phrases, or sentences in many ways, and some of them are: 
a. Through the ascription of multiple meanings to a single word. It arises in the case 
of homonym and polysemy. 
Example: 
Expert warn the current global financial turmoil may take a bigger toll on 
emerging Asia 
toll      payment 
    lost or victim 
b. Through the assignment of different syntatic structures to a sentence (in structural 
or grammatical ambiguities which depends on syntatic structure of a sentence). 
Example: 
I met a number of old friends and acquaintance  
This sentence is considered as having grammatical ambiguity in the case of 
equivocal phrasing. It is necessary to know whether the word „old‟ modifies the 
noun the „friends‟ only or both „friends‟ or „acquaintance‟. 
Interpretation 1 
I met a number of old friends and acquaintance  
Old friends and acquaintance 
 
 
 
 
 Adj        N     conj     N 
 Old       friends     and         acquaintance 
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Interpretation 2 
I met a number of old friends and acquaintance 
Old friends and acquaintance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  NP               conj         N 
 Old friend            and             acquaintance 
 
c. Through the use of certain expression that may have different semantic scopes for 
example is the use of every and some or negation not. 
 
E.g: Every good politician loves a cause. 
 
The sentence is usually only assigned a single surface structure; so that this 
ambiguity can not be directly attributed to a syntactic source reffering to as a 
semantic scope of ambiguity. 
Every politician loves a cause and that is their own career (there is only one 
cause that every good politician loves) 
Every good politician loves a cause and each one loves a cause that everyone else 
loathes (each politician may love different causes). 
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5. How to avoid Ambiguities 
Pateda (2001), in Semantik Leksikal reveals the way to avoid ambiguities. 
They are:  
a. In the case of phonological ambiguities, people may avoid ambiguities by asking 
the speaker to repeat his/her utterance. 
b. By considering the context of situation or the supra-segmental elements. People 
may avoid ambiguities, whether lexical ambiguity or grammatical ambiguity, even 
phonological ambiguity by considering the context of situation. In listening 
unclear spoken utterance or reading unclear sentences, people occasionally have 
some difficulties to understand the meaning. They may ensure the meaning of 
words, phrases, and sentences in a certain context of situation. 
c. By replacing technique 
The ambiguous word may be overcome by replacing it by its synonym or another 
word which is closely related without changing the message of the sentence. 
An example is in distinguishing the word view from the meaning of natural 
scenery or personal opinion (point of view). It may be replaced by the word 
scenery if the writer intends to talk about natural scenery. 
d. By expansion technique 
 Expansion technique is the other techniques to avoid ambiguity. The ambiguous 
word may be described or explained more by using the additional information 
about the ambiguous word. 
An example is when someone says “Get Out! that can be ambiguous because of 
the less information. People who hear this utterance may be confused because 
there is no explanation about the place to go, the people should go, the time to go 
and the purpose of their gone. This phenomenon can be avoided by expanding and 
adding the information such as “Get out from my house right now!”. 
e. By insertion technique 
Insertion technique can be used as the way to avoid ambiguities. By inserting 
some morphemes or words to the ambiguous words, phrases, or sentences. 
Therefore, the meaning or the message of the utterance is intentionally conveyed, 
Example the word toll, It can be inserted by the word a payment for a road, 
20 
 
bridge or etc. The brackets, apostrophe or comma can be used as a symbol to 
avoid ambiguity. 
By using the techniques which are explained above, the writer can give clear 
information to the readers so that they will not be confused and have wrong 
interpretation. There is also no misunderstanding between the writer and the 
readers.  
 
C. Journalism and News Titles 
1. Journalism 
Mappatoto (1993, 69-70) quotes from 3 different arguments explaining 
journalism. First quote is the term journalism embraces all the forms in which and 
through which the news and the comment on the news each public (Bond, 1961). 
Second, journalism includes the systematic and reliable gathering, writing, 
interpreting, processing, and disseminating, of public information, public opinion, 
and public entertainment for publication in newspapers, magazines, and 
broadcasts (Wolseley, 1969). And third, the occupation in which interpretation 
and opinion based on news are given (Emery, 1986).  
All the definitions above have the element of the news and publication. 
The main part of journalism is the way in getting news, writing the news, 
producing the news (news production) and publishing the news or publication 
(printed and electronic media). In addition, Charly (1994: 75) concludes, news 
itself is the timely,concise, accurate report of an event, not the event (Charly, 
1994) concludes that news is as follows: 
a. News is new information of recent event. 
b. News is timely report of anything of interest the most reader. 
c. News is anything timely that interests a number of readers and the best news is 
that which has the greatest readers. 
d. News is anything actually done, or existing, a statement of actuality. 
e. News should be present only the rows fact the days event. 
Like other newspaper, The Jakarta Post has some roles. They are: 
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a. To inform its reader objectively about what is happening in their community, 
country, and world; 
b. To comment editorially on the news in order to bring this development into 
focus; 
c. To provide the means whereby persons with goods and services to sell can 
advertise their wares; 
d. To campaign for desirable civic projects and to help eliminate undesirable 
conditions; 
e. To give the readers a portion of entertainment through such devices as comic 
strips, columnists, and special features; 
f. To serve the reader as a friendly counselor, ionformation bureau, and champion 
of his rights (Charly, 1994) 
When a newspaper performs all the roles above, it becomes an integral 
part of human life, since printed word has a lasting power than spoken and visual 
image. It can be referred to although in a decade later. 
2. News title 
Title of the news are the heads, core, or main happenings that summarize 
the sequence of events in the news (Santosa, 2006). In writing the news title, each 
journalist has his own style. Furthermore, Santosa (2006) classifies the English 
news title into seven different types: 
a. Type 1: V + s / o: shows happening in the past in active voice. 
b. Type 2: Past Participle Verb / V + en: shows happening in the past in passive 
voice. 
c. Type 3: Infinite Verb / to + V: shows happening in the future. 
d. Type 4: V + ing: shows happenings that are still going on by the time the news 
are written and published. 
e. Type 5: Modal: Verb. 
f. Type 6: Nominal sentence (Without Be). 
g. Type 7: Noun Phrase (Nominal Group). 
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News title is made to stimulate the readers understanding the writer‟s 
message conveyed through the news texts. Widodo (in Ermanto, 2005: 116) states 
that there are three functions of news title: 
a. Giving the identity of the news 
b. Making the readers easy to choose the news 
c. Attracting readers‟ attention 
A news title give the identity of the news and the identity makes the news 
different from others. It makes the readers know the news that is attracting to read. 
The title of the news also makes the readers able to distinguish the news and 
choose it based on their interests. The good news title will attract readers‟ 
attention and then they will read it. Therefore, the news title should be brief, 
simple, compact, and factual. Short words are quickly read and fitted into a small 
space on a newspaper. Function words and other short words again make a 
message short and brief through it may lead to ambiguity. 
 
D. The Jakarta Post 
The Jakarta Post is one of the daily English newspapers published in 
Indonesia. The newspaper was launched in 1983 and the first issue of The Jakarta 
Post appeared on April 25. 
The new English daily is unique, not only in its goal, which is to improve 
the standard of English language media in Indonesia, but also in bringing together 
for competing media publishers into producing a quality newspaper with an 
Indonesia perspective. The objective of the new publication is to present to the 
public that a newspaper of the highest quality will provide its readers with all the 
news that are not only fit to be printed, but also fit to be read. It will also sharpen 
their insight into a great knowledge about this vast archipelago, its people and its 
government, as members of the great family of nations. 
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 F. Previous Studies 
 There are two researches found that have close relation to this study. 
The first research was conducted by Khusnul Khotimah (1995) entitled 
Analisis Ketaksaan pada Headlines dalam Harian The Indonesia Times Edisi 
Bulan Juli Tahun 1995.  
This research focuses on what kinds of patterns of ambiguity are found in 
headlines of The Indonesia Times, and which ambiguity frequently appears in the 
headlines of The Indonesia Times. 
The second research was done by Wening Bayu Irawan (2009) entitled An 
Analysis of Ambiguity in the Articles of The Jakarta Post. He analyzed the kinds 
of ambiguity, the causal factors of ambiguity, and ambiguity interpretation  found 
in the articles of The Jakarta Post published on Thursday, December 11, 2008. 
The similarities and the differences between the previous studies and 
this research are as follows: 
 Both of these studies have some similarities, include : Both of these 
studies are similarly examine about ambiguity and both of these studies are 
similarly using the newspaper as an object of research. 
The First Research 
In the first research, the researcher analyze any headline on the 
newspaper in one month edition. Whereas, in this research, the researcher 
analyze each sport news titles on the newspaper in one month edition. The 
main focus of first research are kinds of pattern of ambiguity and ambiguity 
frequently appears. While, this research focused on kinds of ambiguity, the 
causal factors of ambiguity, and ambiguity interpretations. 
The Second Research 
The second object research examines newspaper only in one day 
edition. While, this object research examines newspaper in one month 
edition. The second object limitation research analyzes all types of headline 
in newspaper. While, this object limitation research only analyzes sport news 
titles in newspaper.  
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
A. Research Design 
The descriptive qualitative research that refers to the method to formulate 
the conclusion by collecting, classifying, and interpreting the data were applied to 
this research. In descriptive research, the writer arranged the research 
systematically, based on the fact of the data (Usman and Akbar, 1996: 4). The 
researcher only needed to describe the data based on the problem statements and 
found the result of the problem statements. 
Likewise, Djajasudarma (1993: 15) states that in descriptive qualitative 
research, the data collected are not in numerical data. It can be in the form of 
words of pictures. In this case, the researcher was interested to analyze The 
Jakarta Post news titles (words, phrases, and sentences). This research studied the 
kinds of ambiguity, the causal factors of ambiguity, and the interpretations arise 
from the ambiguous words and sentences found in The Jakarta Post news titles, 
published on September, 2017. 
 
B. Data and Data Sources 
The data of the research might be in the form of discourse, sentence, 
clause, word, or even morpheme (Subroto, 1992: 42-44). The Sources the data 
could be newspapers, magazines, literary works, columns, and even lines. 
The source of the data of this research were The Jakarta Post newspaper. 
This newspaper is taken as the source of the data based on the reason that this 
newspaper is the greatest daily English newspaper published in Indonesia. Hence, 
some news titles of The Jakarta Post newspaper published on September 2017 
were used as the data of this research. The ambiguous news titles have at least two 
meaning or interpretations used by the writer as the first impression and attraction 
of a text.  
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C. Sample and Sampling 
Sample is the part of population which is investigated; while sampling is 
the activity of collecting the sample (Sutrisno, 1978: 75). In addition, Nawawi 
(1995: 141) states that sample are collected based on the technique of sampling 
that is employed in the research while population is all research objects as the 
sources of data which have special characteristics in the research. 
This research used purposive sampling technique. Purposive sampling 
technique is a data retrieval technique with particular considerations (Sugiyono, 
2012: 218). The criteria used in this study i.e. the sports news titles. The data were 
taken from The Jakarta Post newspaper, published on September 2017 edition. 
There were 36 data found in these sport news titles. 
These 36 data represented each factor from each type of ambiguity. 
Subsequently, each type still has a certain characteristics in the causal factors and 
data interpretation. 
 
D. Technique of Collecting Data 
The Method of collecting data is the method which can be used by the 
researcher to collect the data. The method of collecting data in this thesis was 
documentation technique. The data were collected from the written sources. In 
this case the data were The Jakarta Post news titles, published on September, 
2017. The researcher read the news titles and found out the words, phrases, and 
sentences were considered as ambiguity. The researcher also interpreted the data 
to find out the right interpretation of the ambiguous words, phrases, and 
sentences. 
This research was conducted based on several steps, as follows: 
1. Collecting the data sources, The Jakarta Post news titles, published on 
September, 2017. 
2. Reading and identifying The Jakarta Post new titles contain the ambiguous 
words, phrases or sentences. 
3. Taking 36 news titles from The Jakarta Post newspaper, published on 
September, 2017 
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4. Classifying and coded the data based on the type of ambiguity ( lexical 
ambiguity and grammatical ambiguity) 
5. Analyzing and interpreted the data to answer the problem statements. 
6. Drawing conclusions. 
 
E. Reasearch Data Coding 
The researcher made the classification to the data  by coding each datum. 
It helped the researcher in analyzing and interpreting the data. The data coding of 
this research was as follows:  
E.g : 01/LA/D1/P1/T1 
01 : The number data 
LA : The type of ambiguity, LA stands for Lexical Ambiguity and GA 
stands for Grammatical Ambiguty 
D1 : The date of the data, The Jakarta Post, September, 2017 
P1 : The number of the page which the data taken from. 
 
F. Technique of Analyzing Data 
The data were analyzed in several steps, as follows:  
1. Classifying the data based on the type of ambiguity and found out the types of 
ambiguity dominating the data. 
2. Analyzing the causal factors of ambuity and found out the most factors causing 
ambiguity. 
3. Describing the interpretations conveyed in the ambiguous words, phrases, and 
sentences. 
4. Drawing conclusions. 
Example:  
01/LA/D1/P1/T1 
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Experts warn the caurrent global financial turmoil may take a bigger 
toll on emerging Asia 
1. Data description 
There is lexical ambiguity found in the sentence “Experts warn the 
caurrent global financial turmoil may take a bigger toll on emerging Asia”. It 
is the case of homonym where single word has more than one meaning. The 
word „toll‟ is considered as ambiguous one and it causes the different 
interpretations of the readers. 
2. Ambiguity interpretations 
As homonym, the word „toll‟ has more than one meaning: 
 
„toll‟          „toll‟ 
 
 
 
 
       Toll  “payment”  toll  “lost/victim” 
    (FORM)  (MEANING)       (FORM)  (MEANING) 
 
Referring some definitions of the word „toll‟, the readers may have the 
different interpretation to the sentence including the script. There are some 
possible interpretation: 
a. First interpretation 
Experts warn the caurrent global financial turmoil may take a bigger 
payment on emerging Asia 
 
b. Second interpretation 
Experts warn the caurrent global financial turmoil may take a bigger 
lost on emerging Asia 
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CHAPTER IV 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
 
A. Introduction 
The main part of a research is the analysis. The analysis answered the 
problem statements based on the theory presented in Chapter II. The aims of the 
research were to identify the kinds of ambiguities found in the sport news titles of 
The Jakarta Post, to describe what makes the sport news titles of The Jakarta Post 
ambiguous, and to describe the meanings conveyed in the ambiguous sport news 
titles. 
The report of analysis is divided into three subchapters; Introduction, Data 
Analysis, and Discussion. The first subchapter provides the outline of how 
research analysis was conducted. The second subchapter is Data Analysis which 
will be divided into two sections; Data Description and Ambiguity Analysis. It 
analyzes the data separately to answer the problem statements. The third 
subchapter is Discussion. It talks about the interpretations of all data. 
 
B. Data Analysis 
 
01/LA/D18/P12 
 Golovkin retains titles in draw wit Alvarez 
 
1. Data description 
The title Golovkin retains titles in draw wit Alvarez is considered as lexical 
ambiguity. It shown by the word “titles” which has more than one interpetation. It 
represents the case of polysemy. It shows the ascription of multiple meanings to 
single word, and each of them, at least, has one semantic feature. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Title (noun) in Oxford Dictionaries means:  
a. Name of a book, poem, picture, etc. 
b. Word to show person‟s rank, occupation, status, etc. (e.g: Lord, Prince, 
Professor, Dr) 
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c. Names of persons (e.g: script-writer, producers, cameraman) responsible for a 
cinema or film production. 
d. Championship (sport) 
Based on same definitions of the word dealing with the title, there are 
some interpretations: 
a. Golovkin retains titles (name of draw) in draw wit Alvarez 
b. Golovkin retains titles (person‟s rank, degree, noble) in draw wit Alvarez 
c. Golovkin retains championship (a winner) in draw wit Alvarez 
 
The context of the news:  
Golovkin retains his three world titles after a draw fight with Alvarez in 
middleweight championship on Saturday at T-Mobile Arena. He finished the 
round with a wild flurry left and right. 
 In the case of the ambiguous word title, there is no word class interfering 
the interpretations. The interpretations come from the word title as (only) „Noun‟ 
which has some different meanings. 
To answer the problem of ambiguity, we are necessary to understand the 
text which follows. Here are some parts of the text explaining what actually the 
writer wants to convey:  
Gennady Golovkin retained his three world titles Saturday, 
fighting to a draw with Mexican star Canelo Alvarez in a showdown 
for middlewight supremacy that lived up to the hype. 
The 35-year-old Golovkin, making his Las Vegas debut, kept 
hold of the World Boxing Council, World Boxing Association, and 
International Boxing Federation belts in front of a crowd of 22,358 at 
the T-Mobile Arena. 
From the paragraphs of the text, it is clear that the writer wants to refer the word 
title to the championship, especially as the winner. It means that Golovkin 
successfully kept hold his three international boxing belts. 
 
 
 
02/LA/D14/P12 
Guangzhou plays dirty tricks : Villas-Boas 
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1. Data Description 
The title Guangzhou plays dirty tricks : Villas-Boas is a kind of lexical ambiguity. 
Due to the ascription of multiple meaning to the word play, it is the case of 
polysemy. The word play in the title Guangzhou plays dirty tricks : Villas-Boas 
has some interpretations, having at least one semantic feature. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of play by Oxford Dictionaries; 
Play functions as noun: 
a. Activity or something for recreation 
b. Story written to be performed 
Play functions as verb:  
a. Compete in a game or a sport 
b. Perform on musical instrument 
c. Engage in activity for enjoyment 
 
In the news title Guangzhou plays dirty tricks : Villas-Boas, the case of ambiguity 
also arises due the function of word play wether as noun or verb. Dealing with the 
case of ambiguity in the title, the word play may function as noun or verb. 
Additionally, each kind of word class still has more than one meaning. 
In the ambiguous news title, the word play functions as a verb. Hence, 
there are many interpretations: 
a. Guangzhou is activity of dirty tricks : Villas-Boas 
b. Guangzhou competes (in a sport or a game) dirty tricks : Villas-Boas 
c. Guangzhou plays (story to be performed) dirty tricks : Villas-Boas 
d. Guangzhou engages dirty tricks : Villas-Boas 
The context of the news:  
The coach of AFC dominator team, Villas-Boas, accused Guangzhou of dirty 
trick by mastermind a series of road accidents before Shanghai SIPG‟s arrival at 
the stadium. 
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 Reading the whole text of the ambiguous title is needed to understand the 
meaning conveyed by the writer. Here are some parts of the text making the 
ambiguous title clear: 
Shanghai SIPG coach Andre Villas-Boas accused Guangzhou 
Evergrande of dirty tricks after his side‟s epic AFC Champions 
League quarterfinal win, claiming the hosts masterminded a series of 
road “accidents” to delay SIPG‟s arrival at the stadium. 
Through the title, the writer wants to explain about Villa-Boas claim that 
Guangzhou masterminded a series of accidents roa to delay SIPG‟s arrival at 
stadium. Therefore, a closer interpretation is the fourt interpretation Guangzhou 
engages dirty tricks : Villas-Boas. 
 
03/LA/D13/P11 
 IOC readies to crown Paris, Los Angeles 
 
1. Data Description 
The title IOC readies to crown Paris, Los Angeles is a kind of lexical ambiguity. 
Due to the ascription of multiple meaning to the word crown, it is the case of 
polysemy. The word crown in the title IOC readies to crown Paris, Los Angeles 
has some interpretations, having at least one semantic feature. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of crown by Oxford Dictionaries;  
Crown (noun): 
a. Ornamental headdress of gold, jewels, etc 
b. Circle of wreath of flowers worn on the head 
c. The top or highest part of something 
d. A paper size 
Crown (verb) 
a. Declare or acknowledge (someone) as the best, especially at a sport 
b. Be the triumphant culmination of 
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Due to the meaning above, the word class influences readers‟ understanding the 
word “crown”. They may consider it as “noun” or as “verb”. Additionally, each 
kind of word class still has more than one meaning. The title may have some 
interpretations:  
Crown as noun:  
a. IOC readies to crown (ornamental headdress of gold, jewels, etc) Paris, Los 
Angeles 
b. IOC readies to crown (circle of wreath of flowers worn on the head) Paris, Los 
Angeles 
c. IOC readies to top Paris, Los Angeles 
Crown as verb 
d. IOC readies to declare Paris, Los Angeles  
The context of the news:  
IOC will crown the two cities left of bid race Paris and LA as the host for 2024-
28 Games in Lima press on Sept 13,2017. 
Reading the whole text of the ambiguous title is needed to understand the 
meaning conveyed by the writer. Here are some parts of the text making the 
ambiguous title clear: 
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) will crown Paris 
and Los Angeles as hosts for the 2024 and 2018 Olympics here 
Wednesday, delivering a welcom feel-good factor amid a gathering 
storm of corruption allegations. 
Through the title, the fouth interpretation represents the meaning conveyed by the 
writer, that the word crown in the title IOC readies to crown Paris, Los Angeles 
refers to „declare someone as‟ the hosts of 2024 and 2028 Olympics.  
 
 
04/LA/D27/P11 
Lacazette shines on Barry‟s milestone 
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1. Data Description 
There is lexical ambiguity found in the sentence Lacazette shines on Barry‟s 
milestone. It is the case of polysemy where single word has more than one 
meaning. The word „shine‟ is considered as ambiguous one and it causes the 
different interpretations of the readers. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of shine by Oxford Dictionaries: 
Shine (verb): 
a. Be bright with reflected light 
b. Be very talented or perform very well 
c. Make bright by rubbing it 
 
Based on same definitions of the word dealing with the title, there are 
some interpretations: 
a. Lacazette shines (be very talented or perform very well) on Barry‟s milestone 
b. Lacazette shines (make an object  bright by rubbing it) on Barry‟s milestone 
c. Lacazette shines (give out a bright light) on Barry‟s milestone 
The context of this news:  
A Lacazette stole the spotlight from G Barry at Emirates stadium on Monday by 
scoring 2 goals win over West Bromwhich. He is the first player to score 3 home 
debut since Brian Marwood in 1988. 
In the case of the ambiguous word shines, there is no word class interfering the 
interpretations. The interpretations come from the word shines as (only) noun 
which has some different meanings. 
To answer the problem of ambiguity, we are necessary to understand the 
text which follows. Here are some parts of the text explaining what actually the 
writer wants to convey: 
 
Alexandre Lacazette stole the soptlight from record breaker 
Gareth Barry as the Arsenal striker‟s doubled clinched a 2-0 win over 
West Bromwich Albion on Monday. 
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The France forward opened the scoring with a first-half 
header and stroked home a penalty after the interval to give him four 
Arsenal goals since his club record £52 million (US$70 million) move 
from Lyon. 
“He gets stronger in every game. Good first touch and 
movement,” Gunners manager Arsene Wenger said of Lacazette.  
Through the title, the writer want to explain about a good performing of Lacazette 
in Monday match defeating West Bromwich Albion by scoring 2 goals. The first 
interpretation is closely related to the meaning conveyed by the writer, Lacazette 
performs very well on Barry‟s Milestone. 
 
 
05/LA/D19/P12 
Turkmenistan stages Asian martial arts 
 
1. Data Description 
There is lexical ambiguity found in the sentence Turkmenistan stages Asian 
martial arts. It is the case of polysemy where single word has more than one 
meaning. The word stages is considered as ambiguous one and it causes the 
different interpretations of the readers. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of stage by Oxford Dictionaries: 
Stage : 
a. Present a perfomance 
b. A point, period, or step in a process or development 
c. A floor or level of a building or structure 
d. A raised floor or platform, typically in a theater 
Based on same definitions of the word dealing with the title, there are 
some interpretations: 
a. Turkmenistan present a perfomance of Asian martial arts 
b. Turkmenistan stages (a floor or level of a building or structure) Asian martial 
arts 
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c. Turkmenistan stages (a point, period, or step in a process or development) 
Asian martial arts 
d. Turkmenistan stages (a raised floor or platform, typically in a theater) Asian 
martial arts 
 
The context of the news:  
The host of Asian Indoor and Martial Art Games, Turkmenistan showed Asian 
martial art in ceremonial opening at Ashgabat stadium on Sunday. 
In the case of the ambiguous word stage, there is no word class interfering the 
interpretations. The interpretations come from the word stage which has some 
different meanings. 
To answer the problem of ambiguity, we are necessary to understand the 
text which follows. Here are some parts of the text explaining what actually the 
writer wants to convey:  
Turkmenistan‟s image-conscious strongman Gurbanguly 
Berymukhamedov on Sunday kicked off a 10-day regional sporting 
event the isolated country is hosting despite a slew of economic and 
rights concerns. 
At the opening, volunteers clad in green and yellow tracksuits 
swarmed onto the stage with glow sticks, giving way to Turkmen in 
sheepskin hats performing traditional songs in the two-and-a-half 
hour marathon ceremony. 
 
Nevertheles, the writer explains clearly through the text. He conveys that the title 
means: the stage performances of Turkmenistan sporting event in opening 
ceremony. The word stage refers to present a perfomance. The first interpretation 
is what the writer conveyed. 
 
 
06/LA/D26/P12 
D‟Ambrisio saves Inter Milan 
 
1. Data Description 
The title D‟Ambrisio saves Inter Milan is a kind of lexical ambiguity. Due to the 
ascription of multiple meanings to the word saves. it is the case of polysemy. 
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Readers have more than one interpretations. They may not really understand what 
the writer actually conveyed. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of save by Oxford Dictionaries: 
a. Keep and store up for future use 
b. Rescue from danger 
c. An instance of a relief pitcher saving a game 
Based on some definitions above, there are some interpretations of the 
title: 
a. D‟Ambrisio saves (keep and store up for the future use) Inter Milan 
b. D‟Ambrisio rescues Inter Milan 
c. D‟Ambrisio saves (An instance of a relief pitcher saving a game) Inter Milan 
 
The context of the news:  
D‟Ambrisio saves Inter Milan on Sunday match by scoring a goal over Genoa at 
San Siro stadium. Inter earn 3 points and stay third behind Juventus and Napoli. 
 To answer the problem of ambiguity, we are necessary to understand the 
text which follows. Here are some parts of the text explaining what actually the 
writer wants to convey:  
Danilo D‟Ambrosio scored late as Inter Milan squeezed past 
Genoa 1-0 in Serie A action Sunday to keep in touch with the leaders, 
as AC Milan fell 2-0 at Sampdoria. 
D‟Ambrosio headed in off a corner with two minutes to go at 
the San Siro to earn three points for Luciano Spalletti‟s side, who saw 
their winning run ended on Tuesday with a last-gasp 1-1 draw at 
Bologna.  
Through the title, the writer wants to explain about Inter Milan saviors, Danilo 
D‟Ambrosio, who scored a goal and win 1-0 over Genoa. Therefore, the word 
saves in the title D‟Ambrosio saves Inter Milan refers to „keep and store up for the 
future use‟. The first interpretation is closely related to the meaning conveyed by 
the writer, D‟Ambrosio keep and store up for future use Inter Milan. 
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07/LA/D22/P11 
Police lock fans inside after clashes 
 
1.  Data Description 
There is lexical ambiguity found in the sentence Police lock fans inside  after 
clashes. It is the case of polysemy where single word has more than one meaning. 
The word lock is considered as ambiguous one and it causes the different 
interpretations of the readers. 
2.  Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of lock by Oxford Dictionaries: 
Lock : 
a. Immoveable 
b. A fastener fitted to a door to keep it closed 
c. Join or unite firmly by interlinking 
d. Hold fast in an embrance 
Based on same definitions of the word dealing with the title, there are 
some interpretations: 
a. Police lock (immovable) fans inside after clashes 
b. Police lock (fastener fitted) fans inside after clashes 
c. Police unite firmly by interlinking fans inside after clashes 
d. Police hold fans fastly inside after clashes 
 
The context of the news:  
Brazilian police stopped violences by Santos fans after Santos and Barca match at 
Vila Belmiro. The fans got angry toward team‟s eliminatian and tried to enter 
dressing room. 
In the case of the ambiguous word lock, there is no word class interfering the 
interpretations. The interpretations come from the word lock which has some 
different meanings. 
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To answer the problem of ambiguity, we are necessary to understand the 
text which follows. Here are some parts of the text explaining what actually the 
writer wants to convey:  
Brazilian police locked Santos fans inside their home stadium 
for 20 minutes on Wednesday after violence erupted outside the Vila 
Belmiro ground following the team‟s elimination from the Copa 
Libertadores. 
Fans battled outside the ground immediately following 
Ecuadorian side Barcelona‟s 1-0 win, forcing police to lock the gates 
to stop more fans getting involved, according to local media. 
 
From the some paragraphs of text, the writer wants to explain about police guard 
toward Santos fans violence. The word “lock” in the title police lock fans inside 
after clashes refers to „hold fastly in an embrance‟. Therefore the last 
interpretation is the closest interpretation that related with the meaning conveyed 
by the writer, Police hold fans fastly inside after clashes.  
 
 
08/LA/D19/P13 
Belgium shatters Australia, faces France in final 
 
1. Data Description 
The title Belgium shatters Australia, faces France in final is a kind of lexical 
ambiguity. Due to the ascription of multiple meaning to the word face, it is the 
case of polysemy. The word faces in the title Belgium shatters Australia, faces 
France in final has some interpretations, having at least one semantic feature. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of face by Oxford Dictionaries: 
“face” functions as noun: 
a. Front part of head 
b. The surface of a thing 
“face” functions as verb:  
a. Be positioned toward something 
b. Confront and deal 
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c. Cover the surface of thing 
 
In the news title Belgium shatters Australia, face France in final, the case of 
ambiguity also arises due the function of word face wether as noun or verb. 
Dealing with the case of ambiguity in the title, the word face may function as 
noun or verb. Additionally, each kind of word class still has more than one 
meaning. 
In the ambiguous news title, the word face functions as a verb. Hence, 
there are many interpretations: 
a. Belgium shatters Australia, be positioned toward France in final 
b. Belgium shatters Australia, confront and deal with France in final 
c. Belgium shatters Australia, cover the surface France in final 
The context of the news:  
Belgium will meet France in Final after David Goffin and Steve Darcis beat 
Australia 3-2 in Sunday tennis match in Brussels. This is the first final for Belgia 
since 2003. 
 Reading the whole text of the ambiguous title is needed to understand the 
meaning conveyed by the writer. Here are some parts of the text making the 
ambiguous title clear: 
Australia‟s hopes of reaching a first Davis Cup final in 14 
years were shattered Sunday when Belgium fought back from an 
overnight deficit to win their semifinal and set up a title showdown 
with neighbors France. 
Through the title, the writer wants to explain about Belgium victory in Davis Cup 
Semifinal, defeating Australia and reach Final against France. The word “face” in 
the title Belgium shatters Australia, faces France in Final which has verb 
function, it refers to „confront and deal‟. The third interpretation is closely related 
to the meaning conveyed by the writer, Belgium shatter Australia, confront 
France in Final. 
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09/LA/D23/P08 
MU hunts for more trophies after revenues hit high 
 
1. Data description 
The title MU hunts for more trophies after revenues hit high is considered as 
lexical ambiguity. It shown by the word “hunts” which has more than one 
interpetation. It represents the case of polysemy. It shows the ascription of 
multiple meanings to single word, and each of them, at least, has one semantic 
feature. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of hunt by Oxford Dictionaries;  
Hunt (verb):  
a. Pursue and kill (a wild animal) for sport or food 
b. Search determindly for someone or something 
c. Oscillate around a desired speed, position, or state. 
d. Move the place of a bell 
Based on same definitions of the word dealing with the title, there are 
some interpretations: 
a. MU pursue and kill for more trophies after revenues hit high 
b. MU search determindly for more trophies after revenues hit high 
c. MU oscillate for more trophies after revenues hit high 
 
The context of the news:  
MU optimis to seeks more trophies after their revenues by being Europe League 
Champion and joint top of the Premier League. It has also qualified for the UEFA 
Champion League. 
In the case of the ambiguous word hunts, there is no word class interfering the 
interpretations. The interpretations come from the word hunt as (only) verb which 
has some different meanings. 
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To answer the problem of ambiguity, we are necessary to understand the 
text which follows. Here are some parts of the text explaining what actually the 
writer wants to convey:  
“We believe we have improved the balance and depth of four 
squad and are well placed to challenge for trophies‟ executive vice 
chairman Ed Woodward told financial analysts, as quoted by Reuters. 
With Romelu Lukaku scoring seven since his close-season 
move from Everton and Marcus Rashford and Anthony Martial also 
among the goals, United looks capable of winning the title for the first 
time since 2013. 
Through the title, the writer wants to explain about Manchester United optimism 
to gets more trophies after their good revenues. Therefore, a closer interpretation 
is the fourt interpretation MU search determindly for more trophies after revenues 
hit high. 
 
 
10/LA/D28/P12 
Love, Woosnam enter Golf Hall of Fame 
 
1. Data Description 
The title Love, Woosnam enter Golf Hall of Fame is a kind of lexical ambiguity. 
Due to the ascription of multiple meaning to the word love, it is the case of 
polysemy. The word love in the title Love, Woosnam enter Golf Hall of Fame has 
some interpretations, having at least one semantic feature. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of love by Oxford Dictionaries: 
“love” functions as noun: 
a. An intense feeling of deep affection 
b. A score of zero; nil (in sports) 
c. Name of person 
 
“love” functions as verb:  
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a. Feel a deep romantic attachment 
 
In the news title Love, Woosnam enter Golf Hall of Fame, the case of ambiguity 
also arises due the function of word love wether as noun or verb. Dealing with the 
case of ambiguity in the title, the word love may function as noun or verb. 
Additionally, each kind of word class still has more than one meaning. 
In the ambiguous news title, the word love functions as a noun. Hence, 
there are many interpretations: 
a. Love (an intense feeling), Woosnam enter Golf Hall of Fame 
b. Love (a score of zero), Woosnam enter Golf Hall of Fame 
c. Love and Woosnam enter Golf Hall of Fame 
The context of the news:  
The elite competitive golfers inducted in the World Golf Hall of Fame which was 
joined by 155 members on Tuesday in New York city. 
 Reading the whole text of the ambiguous title is needed to understand the 
meaning conveyed by the writer. Here are some parts of the text making the 
ambiguous title clear: 
Two-time US Ryder Cup captain Davis Love, hailing golf as a 
game that “has improved my life in every way, was inducted into the 
World Golf Hall of Fame on Tuesday alongside Ian Woosnam, Lorena 
Ochoa, and Meg Mallon. 
Through the title, the writer wants to explain about the World Golf Hall inducted 
the elite golfers . The word Love in the title Love, Woosnam enter Golf Hall of 
Fame  refers to „name of person‟. The third interpretation is closely related to the 
meaning conveyed by the writer, Love and Woosnam enter Golf Hall of Fame. 
 
 
11/LA/D29/P10 
Sergio books place on World Rok Cup 
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1. Data description 
The title Sergio books place on World Rok Cup is considered as lexical ambiguity. 
It shown by the word “books” which has more than one interpetation. It represents 
the case of polysemy. It shows the ascription of multiple meanings to single word, 
and each of them, at least, has one semantic feature. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of book by Oxford Dictionaries;  
Book (verb):  
a. Reserve; buy in advance 
b. Make an official record of the name or other 
c. Leave suddenly 
Based on same definitions of the word dealing with the title, there are 
some interpretations: 
a. Sergio reserves place on World Rok Cup 
b. Sergio makes a record place on World Rok Cup 
c. Sergio suddenly leaves place on World Roc Cup 
 
The context of the news:  
Sergio Noor takes the final round and secures top position Tuesday at World Rok 
Cup. The racers are practicing at  Sentul circuit to improve their skills. 
In the case of the ambiguous word books, there is no word class interfering the 
interpretations. The interpretations come from the word book as  verb which has 
some different meanings. 
To answer the problem of ambiguity, we are necessary to understand the 
text which follows. Here are some parts of the text explaining what actually the 
writer wants to convey:  
Indonesian junior driver Sergio Noor, a member of the Riser 
ShaDaff Motorsport team, secured his place in the final round of the 
karting World Rok Cup to be held in South Garda, Italy, on Tuesday. 
It was his second race in the final round, following his maiden attempt 
last year. 
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Through the title, the writer wants to explain about Sergio Noor who secured his 
place in Worl Rok Cup Final. Therefore, a closer interpretation is the first 
interpretation Sergio reserves place on World Rok Cup. 
 
 
12/LA/D07/P11 
China out but Lippi shows the way forward 
 
1. Data description 
The title China out but Lippi shows the way forward is considered as lexical 
ambiguity. It shown by the word “way” which has more than one interpetation. It 
represents the case of polysemy. It shows the ascription of multiple meanings to 
single word, and each of them, at least, has one semantic feature. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of way by Oxford Dictionaries;  
Way (noun):  
a. A method, style, or manner of doing something 
b. A road, track, path,or street for traveling along 
c. A particular area 
d. A particular aspect 
e. A specified condition 
f. A sloping structure down 
Based on same definitions of the word dealing with the title, there are 
some interpretations: 
a. China out but Lippi shows the method forward 
b. China out but Lippi shows the path forward 
c. China out but Lippi shows the particular area forward 
 
The context of the news:  
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China finish third of group stage in Asian World Cup 2018 qualification. They 
didn‟t qualified but they have great development after Marcelo Lippi debut as 
China coach 
In the case of the ambiguous word way, there is no word class interfering the 
interpretations. The interpretations come from the word way as (only) noun which 
has some different meanings. 
To answer the problem of ambiguity, we are necessary to understand the 
text which follows. Here are some parts of the text explaining what actually the 
writer wants to convey:  
That the Italian could point to specific incidents in a pair of 
matches rather than lamenting a general malaise within Chinese 
football showed how far forward he has taken the team. 
“What we have witnessed is the improvement of the Chinese 
team, both in quality and points. You could tell from this match. 
“When I took over we had almost no hope of qualifying at all 
[...] but we fought until the end and I hope we keep improving so we 
can have a good result at the Asian Cup. 
Through the title, the writer wants to explain about the good developement of 
China who are coached by Marcelo Lippi. The word “way” in the title China out 
but Lippi shows the way forward refers to „a track or path for journey‟. The 
second interpretation is closely related to the meaning conveyed by the writer, 
China out but Lippi shows the path forward. 
 
13/LA/D08/P11 
Bennelt alleges police brutality in Vegas incident 
 
1. Data description 
The title Bennelt alleges police brutality in Vegas incident is considered as lexical 
ambiguity. It shown by the word police which has more than one interpetation. It 
represents the case of polysemy. It shows the ascription of multiple meanings to 
single word, and each of them, at least, has one semantic feature. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
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Definition of police by Oxford Dictionaries;  
Police (noun):  
a. Constitution  
b. Law enforcement 
c. Application of law 
d. Politic, policy 
Based on same definitions of the word dealing with the title, there are 
some interpretations: 
a. Bennelt alleges constitution brutality in Vegas incident 
b. Bennelt alleges law enforcement brutality in Vegas incident 
c. Bennelt alleges law application brutality in Vegas incident 
 
The context of the news:  
Police of Las Vegas rejected Michael Bennett‟s claim of racial profiling. Bennett 
alleges that police targeted him in Vegas incident on Aug 26 because of his 
ethnicity. 
In the case of the ambiguous word police, there is no word class interfering the 
interpretations. The interpretations come from the word police as noun which has 
some different meanings. 
To answer the problem of ambiguity, we are necessary to understand the 
text which follows. Here are some parts of the text explaining what actually the 
writer wants to convey:  
 Bennett, who has spoken out in support of former San 
Fracisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick‟s anthem protests over 
police brutality, said he was targeted by law enforcement because of 
his ethnicity.  
Through the title, the writer wants to explain about the racism of Las Vegas police 
officer during Vegas incident. Therefore, a closer interpretation is the second 
interpretation, “Bennelt alleges law enforcement brutality in Vegas incident”. 
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14/LA/D27/P12 
Indian runner denied China visa 
 
1. Data Description 
The title Indian runner denied China visa has lexical ambiguity that occur in the 
word denied. Homonym makes this word ambiguous. It has more than one 
interpretation making the readers may not understand what the writer actually 
conveyed. The readers may have different understanding in reading the title. 
Therefore, the title is considered to be one of the ambiguous one in this research. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of deny by Oxford Dictionaries: 
“deny” (verb): 
a. Declare untrue 
b. Refuse to give or grant to someone 
c. Decline 
 
Based on those possibilities, the news title Indian runner denied China visa may 
have some interpretations: 
a. Indian runner declared untrue of China visa 
b. Indian runner refused to grant China visa 
c. Indian runner declined China visa 
The context of the news:  
Man Kaur can‟t participate in  Asian Master Athletics Championship because 
China has rejected his Visa on Sept 26. China embassy don‟t have a personal 
invite althought carried a letter from Indian Master Athletics Association. 
To find the meaning conveyed by the writer, the ambiguous news title 
demans specific context. The context of the news title of a newspaper can be 
found in the text following: 
A 101-year-old Indian runner said on Tuesday that China has 
refused to grant her a visa to participate in the Asian Master 
Athtletics Championships, robbing her of a potential medal. 
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The writer tends to inform about the rejection of Indian runner visa as the one of 
Asian Master Atheletics Championship requirements. Therefore, the word denied 
in the title Indian runner denied China Visa refers to „refuse to give or grant‟. It 
means the closest interpretation is the second interpretation, Indian runner refused 
to grant China visa. Readers may have different interpretations since the 
journalists want to make the title interesting. However, what the meaning 
conveyed by the writer can be found in the text. 
 
 
15/LA/D27/P13 
South Korea banks federation boosts 2018 ticket sales 
 
1. Data Description 
The title South Korea banks federation boosts 2018 ticket sales has lexical 
ambiguity that occur in the word banks. Homonym makes this word ambiguous. It 
has more than one interpretation making the readers may not understand what the 
writer actually conveyed. The readers may have different understanding in reading 
the title. Therefore, the title is considered to be one of the ambiguous one in this 
research. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of bank by Oxford Dictionaries; 
Bank (noun): 
a. Edge or border of river or lake 
b. Stock or savings 
c. A set of similar things 
d. The cushion of pool table 
Bank (verb): 
a. Heap into a mass 
b. Keep money  
c. Lean to tilt sideaways in making a turn 
d. Play so that it rebounds off a surface 
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Due to the meaning above, the word class influences readers‟ understanding the 
word bank. They may consider it as noun or as verb. Additionally, each kind of 
word class still has more than one meaning. The title may have some 
interpretations:  
Bank functions as noun 
a. South Korea savings federation boosts 2018 ticket sales 
b. South Korea borders federation boosts 2018 ticket sales 
Bank functions as verb 
c. South Korea heaps federation boosts 2018 ticket sales 
d. South Korea leans federation boosts 2018 ticket sales 
 
The context of the news:  
South Korea increased ticket sales of Pyeongchang Winter Olympics as the result 
of the first phase of ticket sales and they decided to buy 1 billions won worth of 
tickets. 
 Nevertheless, the writer explain clearly throught the text. He conveys that 
the title means: South Korea finance (money savings company) increases 2018 
Winter games ticket sales. Thus, the text shows that the word banks in the title 
South Korea banks federation boosts 2018 ticket sales refers to „money savings 
company‟. Therefore, the first interpretation is closely related meaning conveyed 
by the writer. 
Here are some parts of the text explaining the title: 
Amid dismas domestic ticket sales for February‟s 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics, the Korea Federation of Banks said 
on Tuesday it will buy 1 billion won worth of briefs as part of its 
“social responsibility” efforts. 
The banking federation said on Tuesday it had decided to step 
in to help boost sales with less than five months to go before the 
opening ceremony. 
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16/LA/D26/P12 
Young Indonesian stars dominate the JCA T20 MVP awards 
 
1 Data Description 
The title Young Indonesian stars dominate the JCA T20 MVP awards has lexical 
ambiguity that occur in the word stars. Homonym makes this word ambiguous. It 
has more than one interpretation making the readers may not understand what the 
writer actually conveyed. The readers may have different understanding in reading 
the title. Therefore, the title is considered to be one of the ambiguous one in this 
research. 
2 Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of star by Oxford Dictionaries: 
Star (noun): 
a. Any bodies seen in the sky at night as distant points of light 
b. Figure or design with points around it 
c. To show grading, badge of rank 
d. Planet or heavenly body regarded as influencing a person‟s fortune, etc 
e. Person famous as a singer, athlete, actor, actress, etc 
Star (verb): 
a. Mark or decorate with 
b. Be a ... 
c. Present (sb) as a ... 
 
Due to the meaning above, the word class influences readers‟ understanding the 
word star. They may consider it as noun” or as verb. Additionally, each kind of 
word class still has more than one meaning. The title may have some 
interpretations:  
Star functions as noun 
a. Stars (any bodies seen in the in the sky at night as distant points of light) of 
young Indonesian dominate the JCA T20 MVP awards 
b. Actresses (celebrities) of young Indonesian dominate the JCA T20 MVP 
awards 
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c. Young Indonesian athletes dominate the JCA T20 MVP awards 
Star function as verb 
d. Someone present as young Indonesian dominate the JCA T20 MVP awards 
The context of the news:  
Ahmad Ramdoni win the overall MVP and Best Batsman in the JCA T20 Awards 
on Sunday. He scored the highest number of runs during Texmoda JCA League 
2017-18. 
 Nevertheless, the writer explain clearly throught the text. He conveys that 
the title means: Atheletes (cricket players) have won the JCA T20 MVP awards. 
Thus, the text shows that the word stars in the title Young Indonesian stars 
dominate the JCA T20 MVP awards refers to „famous person especially 
Indonesian cricket player. Therefore, a closer interpretation is the third 
interpretation Young Indonesian athletes dominate the JCA T20 MVP awards. 
Here are some parts of the text explaining the title:   
Young Indonesian‟s dominated the Most Valuable Player 
awards of the recently concluded JCA T20 tournament. Ahmad 
Ramdoni won the Overall MVP and Best Batsman award on the back 
of a solid and consistent batting performance in the tournament. He 
scored the highest number of runs during the tournament, and the 
manner in which he scored them highlighted the progress he is 
making. 
 
 
17/LA/D11/P12  
Messi ensures Barca pounce on Madrid stumble 
 
1. Data Description 
The title Messi ensures Barca pounce on Madrid stumble has lexical ambiguity 
that occur in the word pounce. Homonym makes this word ambiguous. It has 
more than one interpretation making the readers may not understand what the 
writer actually conveyed. The readers may have different understanding in reading 
the title. Therefore, the title is considered to be one of the ambiguous one in this 
research. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of pounce by Oxford Dictionaries: 
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Pounce (noun): 
a. A resinous powder 
b. The act of pouncing 
Pounce (verb): 
a. Move down 
b. Transfer (a design) 
 
Due to the meaning above, the word class influences readers‟ understanding the 
word pounce. They may consider it as noun or as verb. Additionally, each kind of 
word class still has more than one meaning. The title may have some 
interpretations:  
a. Messi ensures Barca resinous powder on Madrid stumble 
b. Messi ensures Barca act of pouncing on Madrid stumble 
c. Messi ensures Barca move down on Madrid stumble 
d. Messi ensures Barca transfer on Madrid stumble 
 
The context of the news:  
Barca haven taken max points from opening 3 La Liga games and stay away 4 
points from Madrid after Barca win 5-0 over Espasyol while Madrid held draw 1-
1 with Levante on Monday. 
 Nevertheless, the writer explain clearly throught the text. He conveys that 
the title means the top of La Liga, Barcelona, reserves the savety place after move 
four points clear of Real Madrid. Thus, the second interpretation is closely related 
to the meaning conveyed by the writer, Messi ensures Barca act of pouncing on 
Madrid stumble. 
Here are some parts of the text explaining the title: 
Lionel Messi‟s hat-trick saw Barcelona move four points clear 
of Real Madrid at the top of La Liga as Ousmane Dembele Marked his 
debut with an assist in a 5-0 rout of local rivals Espasnyol on 
Saturday. 
Barca made no such mistake as for all their early season off-
field problems, Ernesto Valverde‟s men have taken maximum points 
from their opening three La Liga games. 
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18/LA/D09/P08 
Premiere League to close transfer window before season 
1. Data Description 
The title Premiere League to close transfer window before season has lexical 
ambiguity that occur in the word close. Homonym makes this word ambiguous. It 
has more than one interpretation making the readers may not understand what the 
writer actually conveyed. The readers may have different understanding in reading 
the title. Therefore, the title is considered to be one of the ambiguous one in this 
research. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of close by Oxford Dictionaries: 
“Close” (verb): 
a. Block up (a hole or opening) 
b. Finish or stop an activity 
c. Cease activity of bussiness 
d. Catch up; near 
 
Based on those possibilities, the news title Premiere League to close transfer 
window before season may have some interpretations: 
a. Premiere League to block up transfer window before season 
b. Premiere League to finish transfer window before season 
c. Premiere League to near transfer window before season 
The context of the news:  
Premiere league closed the transfer window on August 31, 2017 because the 
transfer disturb the preparation and new player register. UEFA support to making 
the close-season player trading period shorter. 
To find the meaning conveyed by the writer, the ambiguous news title 
demans specific context. The context of the news title of a newspaper can be 
found in the text following: 
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English Premier League clubs voted on Thursday to shut the 
2018 close-season transfer window before the start of the 2018-2019 
campaign. 
Readers may have different interpretations since the journalists want to make the 
title interesting. However, what the meaning conveyed by the writer can be found 
in the text. The writer tends to inform about the closing of English Premier 
League transfer window. The word close in the title refers to „finish or stop an 
activity‟. Therefore, the second interpretation is closer meaning conveyed by the 
writer, Premier League to finish transfer window before season. 
 
 
19/LA/D15/P11 
Golovkin ready to hit the jackpot in Las Vegas 
 
1. Data Description 
The title Golovkin ready to hit the jackpot in Las Vegas has lexical ambiguity that 
occur in the word hit. Homonym makes this word ambiguous. It has more than 
one interpretation making the readers may not understand what the writer actually 
conveyed. The readers may have different understanding in reading the title. 
Therefore, the title is considered to be one of the ambiguous one in this research. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of hit by Oxford Dictionaries: 
“Hit” (verb): 
a. Strike a target 
b. Score (runs or points) 
c. Secure (a level, a point or figure) 
 Based on those possibilities, the news title Dortmund crushes Cologne 
may have some interpretations: 
a. Golovkin ready to strike the jackpot in Las Vegas 
b. Golovkin ready to score the jackpot in Las Vegas 
c. Golovkin ready to secure the jackpot in Las Vegas 
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The context of the news:  
Gennady Golovkin has waited a long time to get his first fight in United State. He 
ready to defense title from Canelo Alvares at T-Mobile Arena tomorrow. He 
describes the fight like going on a date with a new girlfriend. 
To find the meaning conveyed by the writer, the ambiguous news title 
demans specific context. The context of the news title of a newspaper can be 
found in the text following: 
Gennady Golovkin is undaunted by the challenge of fighting 
for the first time in Las Vegas and says defending his titles against 
Canelo Alvarez will be like going on a date with a “new girlfriend”.  
“The biggest day is coming. This is a true fight, there is a lot of 
money coming” Golovkin said.  
Through the text above, the writer tends to inform about the second interpretation 
is the closer meaning conveyed by the writer, Golovkin ready to score the jackpot 
in Las Vegas. 
 
  
20/LA/D15/P11 
Twice runner-up Spieth „excited‟ as FedEx Cup battle heats up 
 
1. Data Description 
The title Twice runner-up Spieth „excited‟ as FedEx Cup battle heats up has 
lexical ambiguity that occur in the word heats up. Homonym makes this word 
ambiguous. It has more than one interpretation making the readers may not 
understand what the writer actually conveyed. The readers may have different 
understanding in reading the title. Therefore, the title is considered to be one of 
the ambiguous one in this research. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of heats up by Oxford Dictionaries: 
“heats up” (verb): 
a. Make hot 
b. Become hot 
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c. Being excited, passionate 
 
Based on those possibilities, the news title Twice runner-up spieth „excited‟ as 
FedEx Cup battle heats up may have some interpretations: 
a. Twice runner-up spieth „excited‟ as FedEx Cup battle become hot 
b. Twice runner-up spieth „excited‟ as FedEx Cup battle being excited 
The context of the news:  
The top of FedEx Cup playoff standing on thursday, Jordan Spieth, is looking to 
obviously stay in the number one spot of a tremendous accomplishment US PGA 
FedEx Cup. 
To find the meaning conveyed by the writer, the ambiguous news title 
demans specific context. The context of the news title of a newspaper can be 
found in the text following: 
“Very excited,” Spieth said on Wednesday. I‟m in a great 
position, looking to obviously stay in the number one spot. The FedEx 
Cup is a tremendous accomplishment, something I‟m certainly 
striving for” 
From the text, the title Twice runner-up Spieth „excited‟ as FedEx Cup battle 
heats up means that Spieth felt excited after his game result in the FedEx Cup. 
The word heats up in the title Twice runner-up spieth „excited‟ as FedEx Cup 
battle heats up refers to „being excited‟. Based on the explaination above, the 
second interpretation is the correct answer from this problem. Readers may have 
different interpretations since the journalists want to make the title interesting. 
However, what the meaning conveyed by the writer can be found in the text. 
 
 
21/LA/D14/P12 
RI U-19 reaches semis, slams Brunei 8-0 
 
1. Data Description 
The title RI U-19 reaches semis, slams Brunei 8-0 has lexical ambiguity that occur 
in the word slams. Homonym makes this word ambiguous. It has more than one 
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interpretation making the readers may not understand what the writer actually 
conveyed. The readers may have different understanding in reading the title. 
Therefore, the title is considered to be one of the ambiguous one in this research. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of slam by Oxford Dictionaries: 
“slam” (verb): 
a. Shut forcefully 
b. Crash into 
c. Gain a victory over (someone) easily 
 
Based on those possibilities, the news title RI U-19 reaches semis, slams Brunei 
8-0 may have some interpretations: 
a. RI U-19 reaches semis, shuts Brunei 8-0 forcefully 
b. RI U-19 reaches semis, crash into Brunei 8-0 
c. RI U-19 reaches semis, gain a victory over Brunei 8-0 easily 
The context of the news:  
Indonesia as the top of group reaches AFF Cup semifinal after defeating Brunei 
8-0 in Wednesday match at Thuwuna stadium. 
To find the meaning conveyed by the writer, the ambiguous news title 
demans specific context. The context of the news title of a newspaper can be 
found in the text following: 
Indonesia‟s U-19 team outclassed Brunei Darussalam 8-0 in a 
one-sided match in the last Group B round-robin match of the AFF 
Cup on Wednesday at the Thuwunna stadium in Yangon, Myanmar. 
Indonesia played aggressively right from the kickoff, needing 
just 43 seconds to score the first goal thanks to Muhammad Rafly 
Mursalim. 
The writer tends to inform about Indonesia U-19 AFF Cup semifinal reaching 
after they beat Brunei 8-0 at Thuwuna Stadium in Myanmar. The word slams in 
the title RI U-19 reaches semis, slams Brunei 8-0 refers to „gain a victory easily‟. 
The closer interpretation is the third interpretation, RI U-19 reaches semis, gain a 
victory over Brunei 8-0 easily. Readers may have different interpretations since 
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the journalists want to make the title interesting. However, what the meaning 
conveyed by the writer can be found in the text. 
 
 
22/LA/D14/P13 
Paris 2014 Olympics triggers race for contracts worth billions 
 
1. Data Description 
The title Paris 2014 Olympics triggers race for contracts worth billions reflects 
lexical ambiguity. It is caused by homonym in word race. The word race has 
multiple meanings which make more than one interpretation. Therefore, reading 
this title, the reader may have different understanding. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of race by Oxford Dictionaries: 
Race (noun): 
a. Competition  
b. Rivalry  
c. A water channel; waterway 
d. Descent; racial 
 
Each of ambiguous word only has one word class. Therefore, function word 
which is the word class does not influence the ambiguity. Many interpretations 
trace through the meanings from the ambiguous word. Based on this lexical 
meaning revealed by dictionary, the title Paris 2014 Olympics triggers race for 
contracts worth billions has some possibilities of interpretations: 
a. Paris 2014 Olympics triggers competition for contracts worth billions 
b. Paris 2014 Olympics triggers waterway for contracts worth billions 
c. Paris 2014 Olympics triggers the descents for contracts worth billions 
The context of the news:  
IOC annonces in Lima conference on Tuesday that Paris 2024 Olympics triggers 
race for contract worth bollions. The city expect will spent to prepare the biggest 
world sporting event. 
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The writer tends to make the title as attractive as possible. In the he makes 
it, sometimes, he produces the case of ambiguity. Here some parts of text  
Dancers perform during the opening ceremony of the 131st 
IOC Session in Lima on Tuesday, a day ahead of the International 
Olympic Committee‟s expected announcement on Paris and Los 
Angeles hosting the 2024 and 2028 Olympic Games. Crowning two 
cities at the same time is a historic first for the embatted sports body.   
Through the text above, the first interpretation is closely related to meaning 
conveyed by the writer. Readers may have different interpretations since the 
journalists want to make the title interesting. However, what the meaning 
conveyed by the writer can be found in the text. 
 
 
23/LA/D19/P11 
Dortmund crushes Cologne 
 
1 Data Description 
The title Dortmund crushes Cologne has lexical ambiguity that occur in the word 
crushes. Homonym makes this word ambiguous. It has more than one 
interpretation making the readers may not understand what the writer actually 
conveyed. The readers may have different understanding in reading the title. 
Therefore, the title is considered to be one of the ambiguous one in this research. 
2 Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of crush by Oxford Dictionaries: 
“crush” (verb): 
a. Deform, pulverize or force inwards 
b. Violently subdue (of government) 
c. Embarrass 
d. Have a brief but infatuation for 
 
Based on those possibilities, the news title Dortmund crushes Cologne may have 
some interpretations: 
a. Dortmund deform inwards Cologne 
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b. Dortmund embarrass Cologne 
c. Dortmund violently subdue Cologne 
The context of the news:  
Dortmund back to top of Bundesliga after defeating Cologne 5-0 on Sunday in 
Signal Iduna Park. 
To find the meaning conveyed by the writer, the ambiguous news title 
demans specific context. The context of the news title of a newspaper can be 
found in the text following: 
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang scored twice in a minute as 
Borussia Dortmund went back a top of the Bundesliga on Sunday after 
a 5-0 hammering of Cologne, who fumed over a controversial goal.  
“The only thing which is clear is that Cologne can‟t take 
losing,” said Borussia‟s CEO Hans-Joachim Watzke. “And if you 
can‟t take losing then you turn to bad methods. “If you do so after 
losing 5-0, then hats off,” he added sarcastically.  
The writer tends to inform about the dortmund big win 5-0 over Cologne. 
Meanwhile, Cologne can‟t take their losing. The word crushes in the title 
Dortmund crushes Cologne refers to „embarass‟. Therefore, through the text, the 
correct interpretation of the title is the second interpretation, Dortmund embarrass 
Cologne. 
Readers may have different interpretations since the journalists want to make the 
title interesting. However, what the meaning conveyed by the writer can be found 
in the text. 
 
 
24/LA/D23/P08 
Manchester attack fuels Hughie Fury 
 
1. Data Description 
The title Manchester attack fuels Hughie Fury has lexical ambiguity that occur in 
the word fuels. Homonym makes this word ambiguous. It has more than one 
interpretation making the readers may not understand what the writer actually 
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conveyed. The readers may have different understanding in reading the title. 
Therefore, the title is considered to be one of the ambiguous one in this research. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of fuel by Oxford Dictionaries: 
Fuel (noun): 
a. Heat or power sources 
b. Food or drink as energy sources 
c. A thing that sustain or inflame passion or activity 
Fuel (verb): 
a. Supply with fuel 
b. Cause to burn more intensely 
c. Sustain or inflame a feeling or activity 
 
Due to the meaning above, the word class influences readers‟ understanding the 
word fuels. They may consider it as noun or as verb. Additionally, each kind of 
word class still has more than one meaning. The title may have some 
interpretations:  
a. Manchester attack power source Hughie Fury 
b. Manchester attack that inflame Hughie Fury 
c. Manchester attack cause to burn Hughie Fury 
d. Manchester attack inflame Hughie Fury 
The context of the news:  
Hughie Fury will challenge New Zealand‟s Parker on Saturday in World Boxing 
Organization. He want to dedicate a victory to victims of Manchester Arena 
Bombing. 
Nevertheless, the writer explain clearly throught the text. He conveys that the title 
means Manchester Arena bombing inspired Hughie Fury to win the boxing match 
and dedicate victory to the victims of the attack. As the verb function, the word 
fuels refers to „sustain or inflame a feeling or activity‟. The closely interpretation 
of the title is the last interpretation. 
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Here are some parts of the text explaining the title: 
Fury, who is from the northwest city of Manchester and the 
cousin of former world heavyweight champion Tyson Fury, wants to 
win the belt and dedicate victory to the victims of the attack. 
 
 
25/LA/D08/P10 
Froome‟s Vuelta lead slashed by Nibali 
 
1 Data Description 
The title Froome‟s Vuelta lead slashed by Nibali has lexical ambiguity that occur 
in the word lead. Homonym makes this word ambiguous. It has more than one 
interpretation making the readers may not understand what the writer actually 
conveyed. The readers may have different understanding in reading the title. 
Therefore, the title is considered to be one of the ambiguous one in this research. 
2 Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of lead by Oxford Dictionaries: 
Lead (noun): 
a. The initiative in action  
b. An advance position 
c. Chief part 
d. A wire 
Lead (verb): 
a. Show the way; guide 
b. Have the first place 
c. Be in command of 
d. Be a route of access 
Due to the meaning above, the word class influences readers‟ understanding the 
word lead. They may consider it as noun or as verb. Additionally, each kind of 
word class still has more than one meaning. The title may have some 
interpretations:  
a. Froome‟s Vuelta initiative slashed by Nibali 
b. Froome‟s Vuelta advance position slashed by Nibali 
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c. Froome‟s Vuelta guide slashed by Nibali 
d. Froome‟s Vuelta command of slashed by Nibali 
The context of the news:  
Froome had a bad day on Wednesday in Vuelta Tour of Spain. His lead was 
slashed by Nibali. It reflect on a gruelling stage. He now has work to do see out 
victory. 
 Through the title, the second interpretation represents the meaning 
conveyed by the writer, that the word lead in the title Froome‟s Vuelta lead 
slashed by Nibali refers to „an advance position‟. Therefore, the second 
interpretation is a closely meaning conveyed by the writer.   
Here are some parts of the text explaining the title: 
Chris Froome‟s Vuelta a Espana lead was cut by 42 seconds to 
1min 16sec over Vincenzo Nibali as Austrian Stefan Denifl claimed a 
memorable win on Wednesday‟s 17th stage. 
 
 
 
26/LA/D11/P12 
Balotelli double helps Nice thrash Monaco 
 
1. Data Description 
The title Balotelli double helps Nice thrash Monaco has lexical ambiguity that 
occur in the word thrash. Homonym makes this word ambiguous. It has more than 
one interpretation making the readers may not understand what the writer actually 
conveyed. The readers may have different understanding in reading the title. 
Therefore, the title is considered to be one of the ambiguous one in this research. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
Definition of thrash by Oxford Dictionaries: 
Thrash (noun): 
a. A violent or noisy movement  
b. A style of rock music 
Thrash (verb): 
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a. Move violently 
b. Defeat (someone) heavily in a contest or a match 
c. Struggle in a way to do something 
Due to the meaning above, the word class influences readers‟ understanding the 
word thrash. They may consider it as noun or as verb. Additionally, each kind of 
word class still has more than one meaning. The title may have some 
interpretations:  
a. Balotelli double helps Nice rock music style of Monaco  
b. Balotelli double helps Nice violent movement of Monaco  
c. Balotelli double helps Nice defeat Monaco  
d. Balotelli double helps Nice struggle Monaco 
 
The context of the news:  
Monaco‟s 16-match winning streak record was ended by Nice in Saturday match 
at Allianz Riviera. 
 Here are some parts of the text explaining the title: 
Mario Balotelli scored a brace as Monaco‟s record 16-match 
winning streak in Ligue 1 was ended with a 4-0 thumping by Nice at 
the Allianz Riviera on Saturday. 
 
Through the text, the closer of the title interpretation is the third interpretation, 
Balotelli double helps Nice defeat Monaco. 
 
 
 
27/LA/D22/P11 
King ready to fire for Bournemouth 
 
1 Data Description 
The title King ready to fire for Bournemouth reflects lexical ambiguity. It is 
caused by homonym in word king. The word king has multiple meanings which 
make more than one interpretation. Therefore, reading this title, the reader may 
have different understanding. 
2 Ambiguity Interpretation 
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Definition of king by Oxford Dictionaries: 
King (noun): 
a. Male sovereign ruler of independent state 
b. Person of great influence 
c. Principal piece in the game of chess 
d. Name of person 
 
 
FORM:      king 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEANING:  “Male           “Person of   “Principal  “Name of 
  sovereign          great  piece of the   person” 
   ruler”  influence” game of chess”  
 
Each of ambiguous word only has one word class. Therefore, function 
word which is the word class does not influence the ambiguity. Many 
interpretations trace through the meanings from the ambiguous word. Based on 
this lexical meaning revealed by dictionary, the title King ready to fire for 
Bournemouth has some possibilities of interpretations: 
a. King (person‟s name) ready to fire for Bournemouth 
b. Male sovereign ruler of state ready to fire for Bournemouth 
c. People having great influence ready to fire for Bournemouth 
d. A leader of group ready to fire for Bournemouth 
The context of the news:  
Joshua King back from injury that he got in march contra against West Ham. He 
will play with Bournemouth in league pre-season. 
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The writer tends to make the title as attractive as possible. In the he makes 
it, sometimes, he produces the case of ambiguity. However, the writer writes a 
clear understanding explaining the title, whether it is ambiguous or not, through 
the text under the title. The first paragraph of the text of the ambiguous title King 
ready to fire for Bournemouth expose the meaning conveyed by the writer or 
journalist: 
 Bournemouth forward Joshua King, who played the latter part 
of last season with a back injury, said he was finally fully fit and 
happy to back among the goals in the new campaign.   
The text explains that Joshua king is back from an injury. Here, „king‟ is 
clarified as the person of name. Thus, the first interpretation is the exact meaning 
conveyed by the writer. 
 
 
28/LA/D06/P14 
Online sales for winter Games open 
 
1. Data Description 
The news title Online sales for winter Games open is considered as ambiguous 
one, especially lexical ambiguity since there is a single word having more than 
one meaning. Homonym makes the word online sound ambiguous. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
There are some definitions referring to the word online. This case arises homonym 
which cause ambiguity. Therefore, the readers may have different interpretations 
when they read the title. 
On-line // (comp) (of a device) connected to the computer and controlled by it: 
an-ticket-booking system 
Due to the definition and dealing with the (sentence) title, the title Online sales for 
winter Games open may have two different interpretations: 
a. Sales by online (getting sales by online) for winter Games open 
b. Internet sales (sales that deal with internet) for winter Games open 
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The context of the news:  
Pyeongchang Organizing Commite opened the first phase online ticket sales of 
2018 Pyeongchang Games in South Korea on Tuesday because the far place 
previouly implied and concerns growing over North Korea‟s nuclear antics. It 
only 52.000 of tickets had been sold. 
 The word online become ambiguous referring to the blended of function 
word that is the word class. In the first interpretation, online is interpreted as 
noun, yet, in the second interpretation, online is interpreted as adjective. Here, 
online has two interpretations due to the word class interpretation whether it is 
noun or adjective. 
To figure out the exact meaning (the meaning conveyed by the writer), the 
ambiguous news title demands specific context. The context of news title of a 
newspaper can be found in the text following. After reading the text, we will 
understand the intension or the meaning conveyed by the writer. 
Here are some parts of the text showing the intension of the writer: 
Online ticket sales for next year‟s Winter Olympics opened in 
South Korea on Tuesday, with organizers admitting far fewer places 
had so far been sold than previously implied and concerns growing 
over North Korea‟s nuclear antics. 
The 2018 Pyeongchang Games will take place in a country 
with a limited winter sports tradition and far from the core markets of 
Europe and North America – making local attendance crucial to 
ensuring the grandstands are full.  
Based on the text, the writer intends to talk about sales by online (getting 
sales by online) for Winter Games open. 
 
 
29/GA/D16/P08 
Messi playing under new contract : Barca 
 
1. Data Description 
The news title Messi playing under new contract : Barca is considered as 
grammatical ambiguity. The ambiguity shown by the phrase Messi playing. The 
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causal factor of the ambiguity in the title Messi playing under new contract : 
Barca is grammatical word form: 
 
Verb + ing 
 
 
 
play + ing 
 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
The „verb + ing‟ (gerund) may have three possibilities: 
a. „Verb + ing‟ functions as Verb (continuous) 
b. „Verb + ing‟ functions as present participle 
c. „Verb + ing‟ functions as Noun 
Based on those possibilities, the news title Messi playing under new contract : 
Barca may have some interpretations: 
a. Messi which is playing under new contract : Barca 
b. Messi move to play under new contract: Barca 
c. The play of Messi under new contract : Barca 
The context of the news:  
Perceiving fans concern, Bartomeo claimed on 8TV about Messi‟s contract runs 
through to 2022. 
To find the meaning conveyed by the writer, the ambiguous news title 
demans specific context. The context of the news title of a newspaper can be 
found in the text following: 
Under-fire Barcelona president Josep Maria Bartomeu has 
moved to appease fans by claiming Lionel Messi is already playing 
under a five-year contract, which has been signed on behalf of the 
player by his father. 
Readers may have different interpretations since the journalists want to make the 
title interesting. However, what the meaning conveyed by the writer can be found 
in the text. The writer tends to say that Lionel Messi signed a new contract with 
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Barcelona along five-year. Therefore, the first interpretation Messi which is 
playing under new contract : Barca is meant by the writer through the title Messi 
playing under new contract : Barca. 
 
 
30/GA/D27/P12 
Rising Egyptian star needs sponsor 
 
1. Data Description 
The news title Rising Egyptian star needs sponsor is considered as grammatical 
ambiguity. The ambiguity shown by the phrase Rising Egyptian star. The causal 
factor of the ambiguity in the title Rising Egyptian star needs sponsor is 
grammatical word form: 
Verb + ing 
 
 
 
Rise + ing 
 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
The „verb + ing‟ (gerund) may have three possibilities: 
a. „Verb + ing‟ functions as verb (continuous) 
b. „Verb + ing‟ functions as present participle 
c. „Verb + ing‟ functions as noun 
Based on those possibilities, the news title Rising Egyptian star needs sponsor 
may have some interpretations: 
a. Egyptian star which is rising needs sponsor 
b. The Egyptian star move to rise needs sponsor  
c. The rise of Egyptian star needs sponsor 
The context of the news:  
The Egyptian 19 years old tennis player in Muratoglou academy, Youssef Hossan 
needs more sponsor after Yonex help to being an international athlete. 
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To find the meaning conveyed by the writer, the ambiguous news title 
demans specific context. The context of the news title of a newspaper can be 
found in the text following: 
Egypt‟s Youssef Hossam, the only tennis player in Africa and 
the Arab world on the the world junior rankings, is struggling to find 
a sponsor to support his promising career. 
The three-time African Junior Champion from 2014 to 2016 is 
currently 334
th 
 on the ATP rankings, but a promising 22
nd 
 in the 
world junior rankings. 
The writer tends to inform about the tennis player who is struggling to find a 
sponsor to support his promising career. Therefore, the first interpretation 
Egyptian star which is rising needs sponsor is meant by the writer through the 
title Rising Egyptian star needs sponsor. Readers may have different 
interpretations since the journalists want to make the title interesting. However, 
what the meaning conveyed by the writer can be found in the text. 
  
 
31/GA/D29/P10 
Wounded Bayern turns to Bundesliga 
 
1. Data Description 
The news title Wounded Bayern turns to Bundesliga is considered as grammatical 
ambiguity. The ambiguity shown by the phrase Wounded Bayern. The causal 
factor of the ambiguity in the title Wounded Bayern turns to Bundesliga is 
grammatical word form: 
Verb + ed 
 
 
Wound + ed 
 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
The „verb + ed‟ may have three possibilities: 
a. „Verb + ed functions as verb (past participle) 
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b. „Verb + ed functions as noun 
c. „Verb + ed functions as adjective 
Based on those possibilities, the news title Wounded Bayern turns to Bundesliga 
may have some interpretations: 
a. Bayern  has wounded turns to Bundesliga 
b. The wound of Bayern turns to Bundesliga 
c. Bayern which was wounded turns to Bundesliga 
The context of the news:  
The third of Bundesliga, Bayern Munich, will face Hertha Berlin on Sunday at 
Allianz Arena after PSG defeated Bayern 3-0. 
To find the meaning conveyed by the writer, the ambiguous news title 
demand specific context. The context of the news title of a newspaper can be 
found in the text following: 
Bayern Munich will look to Sunday‟s Bundesliga fixture 
against Hertha Berlin for a pickme-up following its 3-0 Champions 
League loss to Paris St. Germain as pressure continued to mount on 
coach Carlo Ancelotti.  
Readers may have different interpretations since the journalists want to make the 
title interesting. However, what the meaning conveyed by the writer can be found 
in the text. The writer tends to say that Bayern Munich turn their focus into 
Bundeliga, after they have beaten 3-0 by Paris St. Germain in Champion League. 
Therefore, the third interpretation Bayern which was wounded turns to Bundesliga 
is meant by the writer through the title Wounded Bayern turns to Bundesliga. 
 
 
32/GA/D20/P11 
Booming „super‟ league culture in India 
 
1. Data Description 
The news title Booming „super‟ league culture in India is considered as 
grammatical ambiguity. The ambiguity shown by the phrase Booming „super‟ 
72 
 
league. The causal factor of the ambiguity in the title Booming „super‟ league 
culture in India is grammatical word form: 
 
Verb + ing 
 
 
 
Boom + ing 
 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
The „verb + ing‟ (gerund) may have three possibilities: 
a. „Verb + ing‟ functions as verb (continuous) 
b. „Verb + ing‟ functions as present participle 
c. „Verb + ing‟ functions as noun 
Based on those possibilities, the news title Booming „super‟ league culture in 
India may have some interpretations: 
a. „Super‟ league which is booming culture in India 
b. The super league move to boom culture in India  
c. The boom of „Super‟ league culture in India 
The context of the news:  
In this decade, Indian sports league has succeded to land the IPL‟s TV and digital 
rights along Indian sports market more dominates than India entertainment 
market. 
To find the meaning conveyed by the writer, the ambiguous news title 
demans specific context. The context of the news title of a newspaper can be 
found in the text following: 
Boxing, badminton, poker, pool – every sport imaginable is 
rebranding in India as a “super” or “pro” franchise-based 
competition chasing a slice of an emerging billion-dollar 
entertainment market dominated by cricket‟s Indian Premier League 
(IPL). 
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The star-studded Twenty20 tournament has inspired a raft of 
glitzy new sports leagues seeking to replicate the winning formula that 
recently landed India‟s most popular event a bumper US$2.55 billion 
broadcast deal. 
 The writer tends to inform about the popularity of Indian sports league 
event. Therefore, the third interpretation The boom of „Super‟ league culture in 
India is meant by the writer through the title Booming „super‟ league culture in 
India. 
 
 
33/GA/D16/P09 
Beating a giant 
 
1. Data Description 
The news title Beating a giant is a kind of grammatical ambiguity, especially in 
the case of contextual ambiguity. The title does not include any information 
needed. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
In the case of contextual ambiguity, if people read the title Beating a giant, people 
may ask many things like: 
a. What kind of the giant does the writer means? 
b. Who beat the giant? 
c. Where the giant was beaten? 
d. When the giant was beaten? 
e. Why the giant was beaten? 
f. How does the giant was beaten? 
 
The context of the news:  
Slovenia will face either Serbia or Russia in FIBA Uerobasket 2017 final after 
they beat the reigning champion of Spain on Thursday in Istanbul 
 To understand what actually the writer means by writing the title Beating a 
giant, we need to read the text. Here is the some parts of the text which explaining 
the title “Beating a giant”: 
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Slovenia‟s guard, Goran Dragic, celebrates after his team 
ousts reigning champion Spain at the FIBA Eurobasket 2017 men‟s 
semifinal basketball game in Istanbul on Thursday. Slovenia will face 
either Serbia or Russia in Sunday‟s final. 
 
From the text above it is clear that the title Beating a giant dealing with 
basketball. It is about Slovenia which defeating Spain in FIBA Eurobasket 2017 
semifinal. They will meet either Serbia or Russia in Final. 
 
 
34/GA/D18/P12  
Straight jab  
 
1. Data Description 
The news title Straight jab is a kind of grammatical ambiguity, especially in the 
case of contextual ambiguity. The title does not include any information needed. 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
In the case of contextual ambiguity, if people read the title Straight jab, people 
may ask many things like: 
a. Who is doing straight jab? 
b. Where straight jab was done? 
c. When straight jab was done? 
d. Why straight jab was done? 
e. How does straight jab was done? 
 
The context of the news:  
The philiphines Geje Eustaquio launches on the Kazakhstan Kairat Akhmetov 
during ONE Championship 2017 Saturday match at Jakarta Convention Center. 
 To understand what actually the writer means by writing the title Straight 
jab, we need to read the text. Here is the some parts of the text which explaining 
the title “Straight jab”: 
Geje Eustaquio of the Philiphines launches at Kairat Akhmetov 
of Kazakhstan during the ONE Championship 2017 match at the 
Jakarta Convention Center on Saturday.  
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From the text above it is clear that the title Straight jab dealing with boxing. It is 
about Geje Eustaquio which attacking Kairat Akhmetov in the ONE 
Championship 2017 match at Jakarta Convention Center. 
35/GA/D12/P11 
Vietnam to powerful for young Garudas 
 
1. Data Description 
The news title Vietnam to powerful for young Garudas is considered as 
grammatical ambiguity, especially in the case of contextual ambiguity. The word 
Garudas makes readers do not really understand the meaning as well as the 
context because the readers don‟t have the same background of knowledge and 
understand.  
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
In the case of contextual ambiguity, the readers should undersatand the context of 
situation and additional information from the word garudas in title Vietnam to 
powerful for young Garuda. 
Garuda means : 
Garuda 
 
 
 
 
Java eagle     A legendary bird Hindu and Buddist God 
 
In other side, Indonesia has some epithets. Indonesia is also called “Garuda” 
based on their national emblem. The main part of Indonesia national emblem is 
the Garuda with a heraldic shield on its chest and a scroll gripped by its legs.  
The context of the news:  
Vietnam defeated Indonesia U-19 in AFF U18 Youth Championship in Yangon 
Sept 11. Indonesia trouble came when M Riyandi was replaced by M Agil in 36th 
minutes because injury and the team failed to penetrate Vietnam defense 
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 To understand what actually the writer means by writing the title “Vietnam 
to powerful for young Garudas”, we need to read the text. Here is the some parts 
of the text which explaining the title Vietnam to powerful for young Garudas: 
Indonesia‟s Under-19 soccer team stumbled in its third Group 
B match as Vietnam crushed the young Garudas 3-0 at the ASEAN 
Football Federation (AFF) U18 Youth Championship in Yangon, on 
Monday. 
From the text above Indonesian U-19 football team gets loss 3-0 to Vietnam in 
AFF U18 Youth Championship in Yangon. 
 
 
36/GA/D07/P12 
IOC prepares for 2024-28 Games with result foretold 
  
1. Data Description 
There is grammatical ambiguity found in the sentence above. It is equivocal 
phrasing case and it leads trhe readers to have the different interpretation. Phrase 
2024-28 Games is considered as grammatical ambiguity since the phrase can be 
interpreted in more than one ways. 
 
2. Ambiguity Interpretation 
As the phrase 2024-28 Games is ambiguity for the reader. There are some 
interpretations of the title:  
a. IOC prepares for 28 Games in 2024 with result foretold 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IOC prepares for 28 Games      in 2024         with result foretold 
 
77 
 
 
 
 
b. IOC prepares for Games in 2024 until 2028 Games with result foretold 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IOC prepares for Games      in 2024 until 2028       with result foretold 
 
c. IOC prepares for Games in 2024 and Games in 2028 with result foretold 
 
 
 
 
IOC prepares for    Games in 2024      and     Games in 2028    with result foretold 
 
The context of the news:  
IOC changed the bidding process and chose Paris as host of 2024 Games in Lima 
conference. Paris and Los Angeles were the two last cities left in the race for the 
2024 summet games. 
 The writer attracts the readers by making the title interesting. In the way 
the writer makes it interesting, sometimes, he/she arises ambiguity. Here is the 
some parts of the text which explaining the title: 
When the International Olympic Committee‟s (IOC) 100-plus 
members sit down next week in Lima to vote on the hosts of the 2024 
and the 2028 Olympics, it will be a rare case of the result long known. 
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In words, it is clear that the writer tends to say just like the third interpretation; 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) prepares both Games in 2024 and Games 
in 2028. Games in 2024 refers to 2024 Olympics and Games in 2028 refers to 
2028 Olympics. The text also reveals that the host of games voting will be a rare 
case of the result long known.   
 
 
C. Discussions 
In reading a newspaper, the title of the news becomes the first impression 
of the readers. People tend to read the title first before reading the whole text. A 
good news title will attract the readers. Based on the phenomenon, journalists try 
to do something with the title to make it more attractive. They try to make it brief, 
simple, compact, and factual. Sometimes, they make it into short words which are 
quickly read and fitted into a small space on a newspaper. It is done due to the 
constraint of limited space as well. In making the title attractive, brief, and simple, 
the case of ambiguity arises among them (although not all news title may become 
ambiguous). 
Ambiguity is one of the problem of semantics; how a person can 
understand the one and only one (correct) meaning. A sentence is said to be 
ambiguous whenever it can be associated with two or more different meanings 
(Cann, 1993 : 8). 
There are 36 ambiguous sport news titles found in The Jakarta Post 
published in September 2017. They include 28 lexical ambiguities and 8 
grammatical ambiguities. 
Two kinds of ambiguities are found in The Jakarta Post published in 
September 2017; lexical ambiguity and grammatical ambiguity. Among the 36 
data, they are:  
1. Lexical Ambiguities 
Lexical ambiguity arises when a single word has more than one meaning. 
In the details of analysis, there are 28 data considered as having lexical 
ambiguities. The 28 lexical ambiguities are: 
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 01/LA/D18/P12 
Golovkin retains titles in draw wit Alvarez 
 02/LA/D14/P12 
Guangzhou plays dirty tricks : Villas-Boas 
 03/LA/D13/P11 
IOC readies to crown paris, Los Angeles 
 04/LA/D27/P11 
Lacazette shines on Barry‟s milestone 
 05/LA/D19/P12 
Turkmenistan stages Asian martial arts 
 06/LA/D26/P12 
D‟Ambrisio saves Inter Milan 
 07/LA/D22/P11 
Police lock fans inside after clashes 
 08/LA/D19/P13 
Belgium shatters Australia, faces France in final 
 09/LA/D23/P08 
MU hunts for more trophies after revenues hit high 
 10/LA/D28/P12 
Love, Woosnam enter Golf Hall of Fame 
 11/LA/D29/P10 
Sergio books place on World Rok Cup 
 12/LA/D07/P11 
China out but Lippi shows the way forward 
 13/LA/D08/P11 
Bennelt alleges police brutality in Vegas incident 
 14/LA/D27/P12 
Indian runner denied China visa 
 15/LA/D27/P13 
South Korea banks federation boosts 2018 ticket sales 
 16/LA/D26/P12 
Young Indonesian stars dominate the JCA T20 MVP awards 
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 17/LA/D11/P12  
Messi ensures Barca pounce on Madrid stumble 
 18/LA/D09/P08 
Premiere League to close transfer window before season 
 19/LA/D15/P11 
Golovkin ready to hit the jackpot in Las Vegas 
 20/LA/D15/P11 
Twice runner-up Spieth „excited‟ as FedEx Cup battle heats up 
 21/LA/D14/P12 
RI U-19 reaches semis, slams Brunei 8-0 
 22/LA/D14/P13 
Paris 2014 Olympics triggers race for contracts worth billions 
 23/LA/D19/P11 
Dortmund crushes Cologne 
 24/LA/D23/P08 
Manchester attack fuels Hughie Fury 
 25/LA/D08/P10 
Froome‟s Vuelta lead slashed by Nibali 
 26/LA/D11/P12 
Balotelli double helps Nice thrash Monaco 
 27/LA/D22/P11 
King ready to fire for Bournemouth 
 28/LA/D06/P14 
Online sales for winter Games open 
 
2. Grammatical Ambiguities 
Grammatical ambiguities occur when phrases or clauses create 
ambiguity because their structures may be interpreted in more than one 
way. In the samples of details of analysis, they are 8 data considered as 
having grammatical ambiguities. They are: 
 29/GA/D16/P08 
Messi playing under new contract : Barca 
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 30/GA/D27/P12 
Rising Egyptian star needs sponsor 
 31/GA/D29/P10 
Wounded Bayern turns to Bundesliga 
 32/GA/D20/P11 
Booming „super‟ league culture in India 
 33/GA/D16/P09 
Beating a giant 
 34/GA/D18/P12  
Straight jab  
 35/GA/D12/P11 
Vietnam to powerful for young Garudas 
 36/GA/D07/P12 
IOC prepares for 2024-28 Games with result foretold  
 
Each ambiguity is caused by certain cases. In lexical ambiguities, 
there are two causal factors arising in the ambiguous news titles: polysemy 
and homonym. Data 01/LA/D18/P12, 02/LA/D14/P12, 03/LA/D13/P11, 
04/LA/D27/P11, 05/LA/D19/P12, 06/LA/D26/P12, 07/LA/D22/P11, 
08/LA/D19/P13, 09/LA/D23/P08, 10/LA/D28/P12, 11/LA/D29/P10, 
12/LA/D07/P11, 13/LA/D08/P11 represent the case of polysemy. On the 
other hand, data 14/LA/D27/P12, 15/LA/D27/P13, 16/LA/D26/P12, 
17/LA/D11/P12, 18/LA/D09/P08, 19/LA/D15/P11, 20/LA/D15/P11, 
21/LA/D14/P12, 22/LA/D14/P13, 23/LA/D19/P11, 24/LA/D23/P08, 
25/LA/D08/P10, 26/LA/D11/P12, 27/LA/D22/P11, 28/LA/D06/P14 
represent the case of homonym. 
In grammatical ambiguities, three causal factors of ambiguity were 
found in the analysis: grammatical word form, contextual ambiguity and 
equivocal phrasing. The data representing the case of grammatical word 
form are: 29/GA/D16/P08, 30/GA/D27/P12, 31/GA/D29/P10, and 
32/GA/D20/P11. The data representing the case of contextual ambiguity 
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are: 33/GA/D16/P09, 34/GA/D18/P12, 35/GA/D12/P11. In addition, there is 
only one data representing the case of equivocal phrasing: 36/GA/D07/P12. 
 
Dealing with type of news (referring to the analysis in the 
appendices), surprisingly, the kinds of ambiguities have certain 
characteristic. 
The types of news title 
1. Lexical ambiguities 
a. S + V present (8 data)  
b. S + Past Participle (1 data)  
c. S + to infinitive (4 data 
d. Nominal Sentence (without be) (4 data) 
e. Noun phrase (11 data) 
2. Grammatical ambiguities 
a. S + V present (1 data) 
b. S + to infinitive (1 data) 
c. S + V-ing (2 data) 
d. Noun Phrase (4 data) 
 
From the data above, it is clear that lexical ambiguity is dominated by Noun 
phrase and S + V present of news types. Thus, the lexical ambiguity can 
easily find in that type of news. However, grammatical ambiguity is 
dominated by Noun phrase of news type. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
 
This chapter consists of two sections namely conclusions and suggestions. 
The conclusion is obtained based on the analysis of the research questions that are 
stated in Chapter I. Then, the researcher gives suggestions for academic readers 
especially the next researchers, who want to conduct the similar study or to 
continue this study. 
A. Conclusions 
Ambiguity is one interesting semantic topic to be discussed. Conclusions 
in this chapter are written down to answer the problem statements in Chapter I 
based on the analysis in the Chapter IV. The conclusions are represented in the 
followings. 
The analysis reveals that there are two kinds of ambiguity found in The 
Jakarta Post published in September 2017. They are lexical ambiguity and 
grammatical ambiguity. Lexical ambiguity occurs when a single word has more 
than one meaning. Among 36 data, there are 28 data of lexical ambiguity found in 
The Jakarta Post published in September 2017. While, grammatical ambiguity 
occurs when phrases or clauses create ambiguity because their sentences may be 
interpreted more than one way. There are 8 data of grammatical ambiguity found 
in The Jakarta Post published in September 2017. The data show that there is 
more lexical ambiguity than grammatical ambiguity found in The Jakarta Post 
published in September  2017. The fact shows that 28 data represent lexical 
ambiguity (77,78%) and 8 data represent grammatical ambiguity (22,22%). 
There are two factors of causing lexical ambiguities and three factors of 
causing grammatical ambiguities found in The Jakarta Post published in 
September 2017 which make word (s), phrase (s), or sentence (s) of title 
ambiguous.  
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First, lexical ambiguity is rooted by two causes: Polysemy and Homonym. 
Relatedness of meaning accompanying identical form is technically known as 
polysemy, which can bedefined as one form (written or spoken) (Yule, 1996: 
121). It has more than one meaning, and at least one semantic feature. While, 
homonym refers to different linguistic forms which have the same phonetic form 
(and differ, therefore, only as to meaning) (Bloomfield, 1961: 145). 
Second, grammatical ambiguity is caused by three factors: grammatical 
word form, contextual ambiguity and equivocal phrasing. The case of 
grammatical word form arises in the form of suffix or prefix. While, contextual 
ambiguity may arise in the context of speaker‟s condition or in the context of 
situation. In equivocal phrasing, every word constructing a phrase has clear 
combination, but it may have more than one interpretation.  
The data show (among the 28 data of lexical ambiguity) that there is more 
homonym than polysemy. There are 13 data of polysemy (46,43%) and 15 data of 
homonym (53,57%). Besides, the data also show (among the 8 data of 
grammatical ambiguity that there is more grammatical word form than two others 
cause. There are 4 data of grammatical word form (50%), 3 data of contextual 
ambiguity (37,50%), and 1 data of equivocal phrasing (12,50%).  
Due to the effort of a journalist in making the title more interesting and 
having the constraint of limited space, he/she may raise the case of ambiguity 
(althought, not all the title ambiguous). However, still, the writer (journalist) has a 
particular meaning conveyed through the title. To figure out the meaning, it needs 
special context. A clear understanding about the ambiguous title (the message of 
the writer) can be found through the text under the title. Yet, the title still becomes 
the first attraction and the first impression for the readers. Therefore, the attractive 
news titles will open the possibilities for reaeders to read. 
 
B. Suggestions 
According to the result of the research as has been described, the 
researcher would like to give some suggestions as follows. 
Journalists have to try to make the title as attractive as possible and suit it 
with the limited space. Nevertless, it may raise the case of ambiguity. Essentially, 
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this research shows the fact of ambiguity inside the effort of making the title 
attractive (althought not all attractive news titles are ambiguous). Attractive news 
title is one of power of journalism language, but it still needs a great attention. 
Since the ambiguity may cause misunderstanding, the journalist should be able to 
construct every word of the title carefully. 
Ambiguous news title is one of the problems for the newsreaders. From 
the research, the readers should read the title carefully and wisely. Knowing the 
right interpretation of ambiguous news title, it is better for them to read the text, at 
least, the first paragraph of the text. 
For other related researchers, they can take the research as the reference 
for further research in ambiguity. They may combine and develop the research 
with many interdisciplinary studies, not only journalism. Furthermore, the 
research still needs to use further newsreaders‟ and journalists‟ participation got 
from questioner and interview dealing with their understanding through the case 
of ambiguous news title. 
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DATA RESEARCH 
 
Data 
Code 
Sport News 
Title 
Kind Causal 
Factor 
Interpretation Context 
01/L
A/D1
8/P12 
 
Golovkin 
retains titles 
in draw wit 
Alvarez 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
 
Polyse
my 
 Golovkin 
retains titles 
(name of draw) 
in draw wit 
Alvarez 
 Golovkin 
retains titles 
(person‟s rank, 
degree, noble) 
in draw wit 
Alvarez 
 Golovkin 
retains 
championship 
(a winner) in 
draw wit 
Alvarez 
Golovkin retains 
his three world 
titles after a draw 
fight with Alvarez 
in middleweight 
championship on 
Saturday at T-
Mobile Arena. He 
finished the round 
with a wild flurry 
left and right. 
02/L
A/D1
4/P12 
 
Guangzhou 
plays dirty 
tricks : 
Villas-Boas 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Polyse
my 
 Guangzhou 
plays (compete 
in a game) dirty 
tricks : Villas-
Boas 
 Guangzhou 
plays (activity 
of something) 
dirty tricks : 
Villas-Boas 
The coach of AFC 
dominator team, 
Villas-Boas, 
accused 
Guangzhou of 
dirty trick by 
mastermind a 
series of road 
accidents before 
Shanghai SIPG‟s 
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 Guangzhou 
plays (story 
written to be 
performed) dirty 
tricks : Villas-
Boas 
arrival at the 
stadium. 
03/L
A/D1
3/P11 
IOC readies 
to crown 
paris, Los 
Angeles 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Polyse
my 
 IOC readies to 
crown 
(ornamental 
headdress of 
gold, jewels, 
etc) paris, Los 
Angeles 
 IOC readies to 
crown (circle of 
wreath of 
flowers worn on 
the head) paris, 
Los Angeles 
 IOC readies to 
perfection paris, 
Los Angeles 
 IOC readies to 
top paris, Los 
Angeles 
IOC will crown the 
two cities left of 
bid race Paris and 
LA as the host for 
2024-28 Games in 
Lima press on Sept 
13,2017. 
04/L
A/D2
7/P11 
Lacazette 
shines on 
Barry‟s 
milestone 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Polyse
my 
 Lacazette shines 
(give out a 
bright light) on 
Barry‟s 
milestone 
 Lacazette shines 
(be very 
A Lacazette stole 
the spotlight from 
G Barry at 
Emirates stadium 
on Monday by 
scoring 2 goals 
win over West 
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talented or 
perform very 
well) on Barry‟s 
milestone 
 Lacazette shines 
(make an object  
bright by 
rubbing it; 
polish) on 
Barry‟s 
milestone 
Bromwhich. He is 
the first player to 
score 3 home 
debut since Brian 
Marwood in 1988. 
05/L
A/D1
9/P12 
 
Turkmenist
an stages 
Asian 
martial arts 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Polyse
my 
 Turkmenistan 
stages (a point, 
period, or step 
in a process or 
development) 
Asian martial 
arts 
 Turkmenistan 
stages (a raised 
floor or 
platform, 
typically in a 
theater) Asian 
martial arts 
 Turkmenistan 
stages (a floor 
or level of a 
building or 
structure) Asian 
martial arts 
The host of Asian 
Indoor and Martial 
Art Games, 
Turkmenistan 
showed Asian 
martial art in 
ceremonial 
opening at 
Ashgabat stadium 
on Sunday. 
91 
 
06/L
A/D2
6/P12 
D‟Ambrisio 
saves Inter 
Milan 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Polyse
my 
 D‟Ambrisio 
rescue Inter 
Milan 
 D‟Ambrisio 
saves (keep and 
store up for 
future use) Inter 
Milan 
D‟Ambrisio saves 
Inter Milan on 
Sunday match by 
scoring a goal over 
Genoa at San Siro 
stadium. Inter earn 
3 points and stay 
third behind 
Juventus and 
Napoli. 
07/L
A/D2
2/P11 
Police lock 
fans inside 
after clashes 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Polyse
my 
 Police lock 
(immoveable) 
fans inside after 
clashes 
 Police lock (a 
fastener fitted to 
a door to keep it 
closed) fans 
inside after 
clashes 
Brazilian police 
stopped violences 
by Santos fans 
after Santos and 
Barca match at 
Vila Belmiro. The 
fans got angry 
toward team‟s 
eliminatian and 
tried to enter 
dressing room. 
08/L
A/D1
9/P13 
Belgium 
shatters 
Australia, 
face France 
in final 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Polyse
my 
 Belgium 
shatters 
Australia, face 
(the front of the 
human head) 
France in final 
 Belgium 
shatters 
Australia, face 
(deal with 
something 
Belgium will meet 
France in Final 
after David Goffin 
and Steve Darcis 
beat Australia 3-2 
in Sunday tennis 
match in Brussels. 
This is the first 
final for Belgia 
since 2003. 
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unpleasant head 
on) France in 
final 
09/L
A/D2
3/P08 
MU hunts 
for more 
trophies 
after 
revenues hit 
high 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Polyse
my 
 MU hunts 
(seeking 
something, 
especially game 
animal) for 
more trophies 
after revenues 
hit high 
 MU hunts 
(those engaged 
in a search and 
taking) for more 
trophies after 
revenues hit 
high 
MU optimis to 
seeks more 
trophies after their 
revenues by being 
Europe League 
Champion and 
joint top of the 
Premier League. It 
has also qualified 
for the UEFA 
Champion League. 
10/L
A/D2
8/P12 
Love, 
Woosnam 
enter Golf 
Hall of 
Fame 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Polyse
my 
 Love (affection, 
romantic), 
Woosnam enter 
Golf Hall of 
Fame 
 Love 
(enjoyment), 
Woosnam enter 
Golf Hall of 
Fame 
 Love (a score in 
games), 
Woosnam enter 
Golf Hall of 
The elite 
competitive golfers 
inducted in the 
World Golf Hall of 
Fame which was 
joined by 155 
members on 
Tuesday in New 
York city. 
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Fame 
11/L
A/D2
9/P10 
Sergio 
books place 
on World 
Rockup 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Polyse
my 
 Sergio books (a 
bound 
collection of 
page) place on 
World Rockup 
 Sergio books (a 
text reproduced 
and distributed) 
place on World 
Rockup 
 Sergio books (to 
make an action 
or event a 
matter of 
record) place on 
World Rockup 
Sergio Noor takes 
the final round and 
secures top 
position Tuesday 
at World Rok Cup. 
The racers are 
practicing at  
Sentul circuit to 
improve their 
skills. 
12/L
A/D0
7/P11 
China out 
but Lippi 
shows the 
way 
forward 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Polyse
my 
 China out but 
Lippi shows the 
way (how 
something is 
done or how it 
happens) 
forward 
 China out but 
Lippi shows the 
way (a line 
leading to a 
place or point) 
forward 
China finish third 
of group stage in 
Asian World Cup 
2018 qualification. 
They didn‟t 
qualified but they 
have great 
development after 
Marcelo Lippi 
debut as China 
coach 
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13/L
A/D0
8/P11 
Bennelt 
alleges 
police 
brutality in 
Vegas 
incident 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Polyse
my 
 Bennelt alleges 
police (make 
orderly) 
brutality in 
Vegas incident 
 Bennelt alleges 
police (law 
enforcers) 
brutality in 
Vegas incident 
Police of Las 
Vegas rejected 
Michael Bennett‟s 
claim of racial 
profiling. Bennett 
alleges that police 
targeted him in 
Vegas incident on 
Aug 26 because of 
his ethnicity. 
14/L
A/D2
7/P12 
Indian 
runner 
denied 
China visa 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Homon
ym 
 Indian runner 
denied (state 
that one refuses 
to admit the 
truth or 
existence of) 
China visa 
 Indian runner 
denied (refuse 
to give or grant 
to someone) 
China visa 
Man Kaur can‟t 
participate in  
Asian Master 
Athletics 
Championship 
because China has 
rejected his Visa 
on Sept 26. China 
embassy don‟t 
have a personal 
invite althought 
carried a letter 
from Indian Master 
Athletics 
Association. 
15/L
A/D2
7/P13 
South 
Korea 
banks 
federation 
boosts 2018 
ticket sales 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Homon
ym 
 South Korea 
banks (a 
financial 
establishment) 
federation 
boosts 2018 
ticket sales 
South Korea 
increased ticket 
sales of 
Pyeongchang 
Winter Olympics 
as the result of the 
first phase of 
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 South Korea 
banks (the land 
alongside to a 
river) federation 
boosts 2018 
ticket sales 
 South Korea 
banks (a set of 
similar things) 
federation 
boosts 2018 
ticket sales 
ticket sales and 
they decided to 
buy 1 billions won 
worth of tickets. 
16/L
A/D2
6/P12 
Young 
Indonesian 
stars 
dominate 
the JCA 
T20 MVP 
awards 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Homon
ym 
 Stars (any 
bodies seen in 
the sky at night 
as distant points 
of light) of 
young 
Indonesian 
dominate the 
JCA T20 MVP 
awards 
 Actresses 
(celebrities) of 
young 
Indonesian 
dominate the 
JCA T20 MVP 
awards 
 Someone from 
Young 
Indonesian 
Ahmad Ramdoni 
win the overall 
MVP and Best 
Batsman in the 
JCA T20 Awards 
on Sunday. He 
scored the highest 
number of runs 
during Texmoda 
JCA League 2017-
18. 
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dominate the 
JCA T20 MVP 
awards 
17/L
A/D1
1/P12 
Messi 
ensures 
Barca 
pounce on 
Madrid 
stumble 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Homon
ym 
 Messi ensures 
Barca pounce (a 
sudden swoop  
or spring) on 
Madrid stumble 
 Messi ensures 
Barca pounce (a 
fine resinous 
powder) on 
Madrid stumble 
 Messi ensures 
Barca pounce 
(smooth down 
by rubbing) on 
Madrid stumble 
Barca haven taken 
max points from 
opening 3 La Liga 
games and stay 
away 4 points from 
Madrid after Barca 
win 5-0 over 
Espasyol while 
Madrid held draw 
1-1 with Levante 
on Monday. 
18/L
A/D0
9/P08 
Premiere 
League to 
close 
transfer 
window 
before 
season 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Homon
ym 
 Premiere 
League to close 
(a short 
distance) 
transfer window 
before season 
 Premiere 
League to close 
(denoting a 
family member) 
transfer window 
before season 
 Premiere 
League to close 
Premiere league 
closed the transfer 
window on August 
31, 2017 because 
the transfer disturb 
the preparation and 
new player 
register. UEFA 
support to making 
the close-season 
player trading 
period shorter. 
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(done in a 
careful and 
thorough away) 
transfer window 
before season 
19/L
A/D1
5/P11 
Golovkin 
ready to hit 
the jackpot 
in Las 
Vegas 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Homon
ym 
 Golovkin ready 
to hit (bring 
one‟s hand or 
tool or weapon 
into contact 
with something 
quickly) the 
jackpot in Las 
Vegas 
 Golovkin ready 
to hit (cause 
harm or distress 
to) the jackpot 
in Las Vegas 
 Golovkin ready 
to hit (strike a 
target) the 
jackpot in Las 
Vegas 
 Golovkin ready 
to hit (propel 
with a bat, 
racket, stick, etc 
to score in a 
game) the 
jackpot in Las 
Vegas 
Gennady Golovkin 
has waited a long 
time to get his first 
fight in United 
State. He ready to 
defense title from 
Canelo Alvares at 
T-Mobile Arena 
tomorrow. He 
describes the fight 
like going on a 
date with a new 
girlfriend. 
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20/L
A/D1
5/P11 
Twice 
runner-up 
spieth 
„excited‟ as 
FedEx Cup 
battle heats 
up 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Homon
ym 
 Twice runner-
up spieth 
„excited‟ as 
FedEx Cup 
battle warm up 
 Twice runner-
up spieth 
„excited‟ as 
FedEx Cup 
battle inflame 
 Twice runner-
up spieth 
„excited‟ as 
FedEx Cup 
battle screw up 
 Twice runner-
up spieth 
„excited‟ as 
FedEx Cup 
battle fire up 
The top of FedEx 
Cup playoff 
standing on 
thursday, Jordan 
Spieth, is looking 
to obviously stay 
in the number one 
spot of a 
tremendous 
accomplishment 
US PGA FedEx 
Cup. 
21/L
A/D1
4/P12 
RI U-19 
reaches 
semis, 
slams 
Brunei 8-0 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Homon
ym 
 RI U-19 reaches 
semis, defeats 
Brunei 8-0 
 RI U-19 reaches 
semis, slams 
(shut forcefully 
and loudly) 
Brunei 8-0 
Indonesia as the 
top of group 
reaches AFF Cup 
semifinal after 
defeating Brunei 8-
0 in Wednesday 
match at Thuwuna 
stadium. 
22/L
A/D1
4/P13 
Paris 2014 
Olympics 
triggers 
race for 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Homon
ym 
 Paris 2014 
Olympics 
triggers 
compete for 
IOC annonces in 
Lima conference 
on Tuesday that 
Paris 2024 
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contracts 
worth 
billions 
 
contracts worth 
billions 
 Paris 2014 
Olympics 
triggers race 
(move or 
progress swiftly 
or at full speed) 
for contracts 
worth billions 
Olympics triggers 
race for contract 
worth bollions. 
The city expect 
will spent to 
prepare the biggest 
world sporting 
event. 
23/L
A/D1
9/P11 
Dortmund 
crushes 
Cologne 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Homon
ym 
 Dortmund 
defeat Cologne 
 Dortmund 
crushes 
(deform, 
pulverize, or 
force inwards) 
Cologne 
 Dortmund 
crushes (bring 
about a feeling 
of 
disappointment) 
Cologne 
Dortmund back to 
top of Bundesliga 
after defeating 
Cologne 5-0 on 
Sunday in Signal 
Iduna Park. 
24/L
A/D2
3/P08 
Manchester 
attack fuels 
Hughie 
Fury 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Homon
ym 
 Manchester 
attack fuels 
(cause to burn 
more intensely) 
Hughie Fury 
 Manchester 
attack fuels 
(supply or 
Hughie Fury will 
challenge New 
Zealand‟s Parker 
on Saturday in 
World Boxing 
Organization. He 
want to dedicate a 
victory to victims 
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power) Hughie 
Fury 
of Manchester 
Arena Bombing. 
25/L
A/D0
8/P10 
 
Froome‟s 
Vuelta lead 
slashed by 
Nibali 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Homon
ym 
 Froome‟s 
Vuelta lead 
(first place) 
slashed by 
Nibali 
 Froome‟s 
Vuelta lead (the 
initiative in 
action) slashed 
by Nibali 
 Froome‟s 
Vuelta lead (the 
chief part in a 
play or film) 
slashed by 
Nibali 
 Froome‟s 
Vuelta lead (a 
leash for 
animal) slashed 
by Nibali 
Froome had a bad 
day on Wednesday 
in Vuelta Tour of 
Spain. His lead 
was slashed by 
Nibali. It reflect on 
a gruelling stage. 
He now has work 
to do see out 
victory. 
26/L
A/D1
1/P12 
Balotelli 
double 
helps Nice 
thrash 
Monaco 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Homon
ym 
 Balotelli double 
helps Nice 
defeat Monaco 
 Balotelli double 
helps Nice hit 
Monaco 
 Balotelli double 
helps Nice flail 
Monaco 
Monaco‟s 16-
match winning 
streak record was 
ended by Nice in 
Saturday match at 
Allianz Riviera. 
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27/L
A/D2
2/P11 
 
King ready 
to fire for 
Bournemout
h 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Homon
ym 
 Male sovereign 
ruler ready to 
fire for 
Bournemouth 
 People having 
great influence 
ready to fire for 
Bournemouth 
 A leader of 
group ready to 
fire for 
Bournemouth 
Joshua King back 
from injury that he 
got in march 
contra against 
West Ham. He will 
play with 
Bournemouth in 
league pre-season. 
28/L
A/D0
6/P14 
 
Online sales 
for winter 
Games open 
 
Lexical 
Ambig
uity 
Homon
ym 
 The sales that 
deal with 
internet for 
winter Games 
open 
 The sales by 
online for 
winter Games 
open 
Pyeongchang 
Organizing 
Commite opened 
the first phase 
online ticket sales 
of 2018 
Pyeongchang 
Games in South 
Korea on Tuesday 
because the far 
place previouly 
implied and 
concerns growing 
over North Korea‟s 
nuclear antics. It 
only 52.000 of 
tickets had been 
sold. 
29/G
A/D1
Messi 
playing 
Gramm
atical 
Gram
matical 
 Messi which is 
playing under 
Perceiving fans 
concern, Bartomeo 
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6/P08 
 
under new 
contract : 
Barca 
 
Ambig
uity 
Word 
Form 
new contract : 
Barca 
 The play of 
Messi under 
new contract : 
Barca 
claimed on 8TV 
about Messi‟s 
contract runs 
through to 2022. 
30/G
A/D2
7/P12 
Rising 
Egyptian 
star needs 
sponsor 
 
Gramm
atical 
Ambig
uity 
Gram
matical 
Word 
Form 
 Egyptian star 
which is rising 
needs sponsor 
 Egyptian move 
to rise a star 
needs sponsor 
 The rise of 
Egyptian star 
needs sponsor 
The Egyptian 19 
years old tennis 
player in 
Muratoglou 
academy, Youssef 
Hossan needs more 
sponsor after 
Yonex help to 
being an 
international 
athlete. 
31/G
A/D2
9/P10 
 
Wounded 
Bayern 
turns to 
Bundesliga 
 
Gramm
atical 
Ambig
uity 
Gram
matical 
Word 
Form 
 Bayern which is 
wound turns to 
Bundesliga 
 The wound of 
Bayern turns to 
Bundesliga 
The third of 
Bundesliga, 
Bayern Munich, 
will face Hertha 
Berlin on Sunday 
at Allianz Arena 
after PSG defeated 
Bayern 3-0. 
32/G
A/D2
0/P11 
 
Booming 
„super‟ 
league 
culture in 
India 
 
Gramm
atical 
Ambig
uity 
Gram
matical 
Word 
Form 
 Super league 
which is 
booming culture 
in India 
 Super league to 
boom culture in 
India 
In this decade, 
Indian sports 
league has 
succeded to land 
the IPL‟s TV and 
digital rights along 
Indian sports 
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 The booming of 
„super‟ league 
culture in India 
market more 
dominates than 
India 
entertainment 
market. 
33/G
A/D1
6/P09 
 
Beating a 
giant 
 
Gramm
atical 
Ambig
uity 
Contex
tual 
Ambig
uity 
 Who beat the 
giant? 
 When the giant 
was beaten? 
 Where the giant 
was beaten? 
 Why the giant 
was beaten? 
 How the giant 
was beaten? 
Slovenia will face 
either Serbia or 
Russia in FIBA 
Uerobasket 2017 
final after they beat 
the reigning 
champion of Spain 
on Thursday in 
Istanbul 
 
 
 
 
34/G
A/D1
8/P12 
 
Straight job 
 
Gramm
atical 
Ambig
uity 
Contex
tual 
Ambig
uity 
 Who is doing 
Straight job? 
 Where Straight 
job was done? 
 When Straight 
job was done? 
 Why straight 
job was done? 
 How does 
Straight job was 
done? 
The philiphines 
Geje Eustaquio 
launches on the 
Kazakhstan Kairat 
Akhmetov during 
ONE 
Championship 
2017 Saturday 
match at Jakarta 
Convention Center. 
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35/G
A/D1
2/P11 
 
Vietnam to 
powerful 
for young 
Garudas 
 
Gramm
atical 
Ambig
uity 
Contex
tual 
Ambig
uity 
 Vietnam to 
powerful for 
young 
indonesian 
players/athletes 
 Vietnam to 
powerful for 
young java 
eagles 
 Vietnam to 
powerful for 
young 
legendary bird 
 Vietnam to 
powerful for 
young Hindu 
and Buddist 
God 
Vietnam defeated 
Indonesia U-19 in 
AFF U18 Youth 
Championship in 
Yangon Sept 11. 
Indonesia trouble 
came when M 
Riyandi was 
replaced by M 
Agil in 36th 
minutes because 
injury and the team 
failed to penetrate 
Vietnam defense 
36/G
A/D0
7/P12 
 
IOC 
prepares for 
2024-28 
Games with 
result 
foretold 
 
Gramm
atical 
Ambig
uity 
Equivo
cal 
Phrasin
g 
 IOC prepares 
for 2024, 28 
Games with 
result foretold 
 IOC prepares 
for 2024 until 
2028 Games 
with result 
foretold 
 IOC prepares 
for 2024 Games 
and 2028 
Games with 
result foretold 
IOC changed the 
bidding process 
and chose Paris as 
host of 2024 
Games in Lima 
conference. Paris 
and Los Angeles 
were the two last 
cities left in the 
race for the 2024 
summet games. 
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NOTES: 
1. There are 28 data of lexical ambiguity and 8 data of 
grammatical ambiguity 
2. The cause factors of ambiguity 
The cause factors of lexical ambiguity 
a. Polysemi (13 data) 
b. Homonym (15 data) 
The cause factors of grammatical ambiguity 
a. Grammatical Word Form (4 data) 
b. Contextual Ambiguity (3 data) 
c. Equivocal Phrasing (1 data) 
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